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WELCOME

Welcome to the Junior Conservatoire, Scotland’s national centre for
advanced training that encourages young, talented performing and
production artists to be the best they can be.
As Patron of the Junior Conservatoire, I feel passionately
that a creative education for young people is of the utmost
importance. There is overwhelming evidence that proves the
benefits of musical and artistic education for young people.
I began playing the violin at the age of four and I’ve always
found something so satisfying about producing the sound of
music from my instrument. I remember the first year or two
of playing was extremely difficult – it was so hard to get a noise
which resembled music at first! But when you start producing
beautiful music, the sense of achievement is incredible. It is
this sense of personal achievement that I want to encourage
other young people to aim for on their own creative journeys.
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JUNIOR CONSERVATOIRE

OPEN
DAYS

Within this Junior Conservatoire prospectus you will find
details of programmes in dance, drama, music, production and
screen. There is so much opportunity for the next generation
of Scotland’s talented artists to receive training and support
here at the nation’s conservatoire.
There’s no question in my mind that a well-rounded education
that includes the creative arts allows young people to unlock
their individual abilities and personalities. I hope you find
something within this prospectus that inspires you to take
your next step forward as a creative artist.
Nicola Benedetti

Dance
2 November 2014

Production
2 November 2014

Drama
2 November 2014

Screen
2 November 2014

Music
15 November 2014

The Junior Conservatoire offers training for the most talented young
people in dance, drama, music, production and screen. During
the evenings and at the weekends, when Junior Conservatoire
programmes run, the Conservatoire is a thriving, pulsating hub of
youthful activity, bursting with creative energy in every classroom,
corner, rehearsal space, dance studio and performance venue.

We want the very best young performers the country has
to offer to train here in Scotland’s national conservatoire
and learn from tutors who are all experts in their field.
Hundreds of children and teenagers travel from across the
country every week to attend the Junior Conservatoire. We
hope you will be ready to join them in 2015.

Why train at the Junior Conservatoire?
The Junior Conservatoire offers unrivalled access to Scotland’s
expert tutors, rehearsal spaces and advanced level training in
the performing and production arts.

ABOUT US

Coming to the Conservatoire for the first time, you are
immediately immersed in a world of creativity and inspiration.
It is hard not to get excited walking our corridors, taking in
the famous faces and hearing the sounds of students hard at
work rehearsing for their next performance.
Being a part of the Junior Conservatoire means you are at
the centre of the country’s leading performing arts training
institution and you will learn and work with our lecturers,
professional performers, industry partners, graduates and
current students who know exactly what it takes to become a
full-time Conservatoire degree student.
You will be surrounded by other young people who share
your love of the arts. Not only will you make friends, you’ll
grow as an artist from sharing ideas with your peers.
You can learn from the degree students also, and we
encourage Junior students to see some of the 500+ shows
performed in the Conservatoire each year.
Your training here means you can develop skills in a subject
you are passionate about. Whether you plan on taking your
learning further or you come to the Conservatoire simply to
do something you love, you will make friends for life and
have a learning experience like no other.

Our curriculum
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The performing arts sector is exciting, invigorating and
fast paced. Artists in Scotland and across the world are
continuously pushing the boundaries of performance and
our curriculum reflects this. In 2012, the Conservatoire
launched a new curriculum which will equip students with
the skills they need to flourish in the industry. The curriculum
for the Junior Conservatoire mirrors this and in each of the
art forms there is an emphasis on masterclasses, professional
partnerships, flexibility and self-reflection.

Our facilities
Whether you are a musician taking part in a recital or a
production artist learning to use the sound desk, as a Junior
student you have access to the same facilities as the degree
students. This includes performance venues such as the
New Athenaeum Theatre, the Stevenson Hall, the Chandler
Studio Theatre and the Ledger Recital Room.
The expansion of the Speirs Locks Studios campus in 2014
means students now have even more rehearsal spaces and
dance studios at their disposal.
Junior students can also use the IT Suite, the Whittaker
Library, the Digital Training Unit and recording studios. The
cutting-edge technology and resources of the Conservatoire
are just one on the benefits of being a student here.

Student support
We’ll give you the practical, emotional and learning support
you need when you first arrive and throughout your time at
the Conservatoire. As well as the support services available
to you, you’ll find our community is friendly and welcoming.
The Conservatoire is a very special place and one where,
we are sure, you will flourish and feel supported so that
you can rise to the many challenges and demands of your
programme.

Online, distance and blended learning
In 2015/16 we are extending our offering of online, distance
and blended learning further to part-time learners. These
developments are an opportunity to open up the Junior
Conservatoire to students from across the country and further
afield.
If you are interested in learning more about these developments
please contact shortcourses@rcs.ac.uk

Applicants with additional support needs
We welcome applications from people with additional support
needs. Currently, many of our talented students have seen or
unseen disabilities and our teaching staff are proficient
in working with young people with additional support needs.
We are confident you will find the Conservatoire a supportive
and encouraging place to learn.

A DAY IN THE LIFE
OF A JUNIOR
CONSERVATOIRE
STUDENT
Junior Conservatoire musician
Valerie Barr documents her busy day
as a student here, from rehearsals to
a final concert performance on the
last day of term.
6.45am

12.30pm

It’s an early start to the weekend. My alarm goes off at 6.45am
so I’m up in time for my first lesson of the day at the Junior
Conservatoire.

The afternoon starts with rehearsals for First Orchestra. This
is final rehearsals for a concert we’re doing tonight with
Christopher Adey – last chance to go over the repertoire
before we’re playing in front of 300 people in the Stevenson
Hall tonight.

8.45am
I travel 20 miles to get to the Conservatoire in Glasgow city
centre – I arrive just as the building is starting to get busy
with other Junior students.

9am
My first lesson of the day is a 45-minute one to one clarinet
lesson with my tutor Alison Waller. The clarinet is my joint
principal study and I love the piece I’m working on just now.

10am
Time for a break. Where the Monkey Sleeps is the café at the
Conservatoire and they do a great hot chocolate.

10.45am
Second one to one joint principal lesson of the day, this
time on my accordion with my teacher Djordje Gajic. The
accordion is a very different instrument to the clarinet and
has its own unique challenges to overcome.

11.45am
After my lessons I head to the library to find some new
repertoire. We all have access to the library and there
are some amazing pieces tucked away in the shelves.

12 noon
Lunch time and the café is busy with lots of Junior students.

2.30pm
Time for Wind Orchestra. I always enjoy Wind Orchestra
rehearsals, the music is pretty demanding, but always great
fun to perform.

4pm
I take advantage of some down time and listen to the pieces
through my headphones that we are playing in the Symphony
Orchestra concert this evening, I’m pretty sure we’re going
to sound just as good tonight.

5.30pm
Getting close to show time. Christopher Adey gives us a quick pep
talk before the performance. The audience are beginning
to arrive now. Time for a quick costume change into our
formal attire.

7pm
Backstage. Things are getting busy backstage as we all wait
to take the stage. We do loads of concerts each year but you
can still feel some nerves starting to build.

7.30pm
Show time.

9.15pm
It’s all over! We’ve all been on the go from very early this
morning but it’s all been worth it as the concert was a huge
success.
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Ros Maddison
Fabrice Maufrais

OUR EXPERTS ARE MORE
THAN TEACHERS. THEY ARE
PERFORMERS, PROFESSIONALS,
ARTISTS, MOTIVATORS. THEY ARE
INVESTING IN YOUR FUTURE.
Fabrice Maufrais
Lecturer in Modern Ballet

Lawrence Gill
Musician and Lecturer

Fabrice trained at the Paris Opera Ballet School and danced
with the Nantes Opera Ballet and Scottish Ballet where he
performed in a wide range of soloist and principal roles from
classical and contemporary repertoire.

Lawrence is a Woodwind and Chamber Music tutor, specialising
in clarinet and saxophone. Lawrence originally studied here
before studying in Switzerland and Germany. He has worked
with all of the Scottish orchestras before taking up his present
job with the orchestra of Scottish Opera.

Fabrice originally taught at the Dance School of Scotland and
at the English National Ballet School. He joined the Royal
Conservatoire of Scotland after spending 10 years in Canada
as the pedagogical director of the École Supérieure de Ballet
du Quebec.
He was presented with the Dame Beryl Grey Award in 1998
by the Royal Academy of Dance for the high quality of his
teaching.

Ali de Souza
Lecturer in Acting

Claire McKenzie

Ali de Souza is a lecturer on the BA Acting and Junior
Conservatoire Acting programmes. He joined the Conservatoire
in 2009, after spending six years teaching and directing at
QMU where he was Programme Leader for the BA Acting
and Performance course.
Ali has worked extensively as an actor and director in theatre
and film for over 25 years with many companies including
Brunton Theatre, Byre Theatre, Dundee Rep Theatre, Manchester
Library, Perth Rep, TAG, Traverse and Visible Fictions.
He has a particular passion for Shakespeare, comedy and the
Greeks.
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Lawrence Gill

Ali de Souza

Claire McKenzie
Composer and Musical Director
Claire graduated from the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland
with an undergraduate degree in Composition and a Masters
Degree in Musical Direction. As a composer, Claire has written
for several productions at the Citizens’ Theatre, including
Hansel and Gretel, Divided City and Beauty and the Beast.
Claire is co-founder of Noisemaker, a musical theatre
production company. In 2013 Noisemaker produced two
new musicals, both of which had successful runs at the
Edinburgh Fringe Festival.
Claire was nominated for a BAFTA New Talent Award for
Original Music in 2012 and teaches on the Musical Theatre
programme of the Junior Conservatoire.

Lawrence has taught at the Conservatoire since 1983 and
has a very keen interest in chamber music which has led
to recitals and concerts with Paragon Ensemble and the
Hebrides Ensemble.
As a tutor, Lawrence has worked with students in the Junior
Conservatoire for many years and has experience of working
with young people from all over the country, including
teaching at the Aberdeen International Youth Festival.

Ros Maddison
Head of Production
Ros has been leading the BA Production programmes since
2002 before which she taught Stage Management at the
Conservatoire for four years.
Having trained here in the 1980s, Ros’ professional theatre
career started at TAG Theatre Company, where she spent
four years working through the stage management ranks,
culminating in the role of Company Stage Manager for a
British Council tour of A Clockwork Orange by Anthony
Burgess.
She has worked extensively throughout Scotland as a
freelance Stage and Production Manager, including projects
with Dundee Rep Theatre, the Tron Theatre, Boilerhouse
Theatre Company, NVA, PACE Theatre Company, SYT and
many others.
Ros manages and teaches on the Production course of the
Junior Conservatoire.

First year Bachelor of Music student Hebba started studying with
the Junior Conservatoire nine years ago. She tells us about her
experiences as a Junior student and her love of music.

When did you realise you wanted to
be a musician?

What is your average day like as a Junior
Conservatoire student?

I don’t remember having a specific moment when I decided
I wanted to become a professional musician – music was just
always in my life. I started playing the piano when I was four
and took up the cello when I went to high school. I enjoyed
learning and playing music so I worked hard at it, and as time
went on, I found I couldn’t see myself doing anything else.

The average day is busy! A typical Saturday would involve
kick-starting the morning playing my cello in string or
chamber orchestra, where I’d look at parts from first
orchestra or other repertoire spec ific ally for strings.
I’d then have a class in theory and musicianship, immediately
followed by first orchestra rehearsals. After lunch in the café
bar, I’d have my one to one piano and cello lessons, chamber
music coaching and then the day would end with a student
concert.

When did you start the Junior
Conservatoire?
I first came to the Junior Conservatoire in 2004 when I was
nine years old. The idea of immersing myself in music all day
every Saturday really appealed to me. It meant I was able to
put a lot of time and work into my music whilst still going to
school and keeping up my other studies during the week.

My Junior
Conservatoire
Name: Hebba Benyaghla

What did you enjoy about coming to the
Conservatoire every weekend?
I always looked forward to my one to one lessons – my
teachers were a constant inspiration and offered their
continual support and time.
I also really liked playing in the orchestra and various
chamber ensembles – we covered vast amounts of repertoire
over my time in Juniors, so I felt really confident in my
playing abilities and it was also exciting to take part in
regular concerts.
Finally, the social side of the Junior Conservatoire is great;
it is a very positive and friendly atmosphere. I made lots of
friends there, some of whom are now on the first year of the
degree programme with me.

Age: 18

Instruments: Piano and Cello
Favourite musical piece: It keeps changing!

“I’m passionate about music
and I believe it’s important to
do something you enjoy. I want
to pursue a professional
performing career in music.”
JUNIOR CONSERVATOIRE

Why did you decide to apply to study a
music degree at the Conservatoire?
I’m passionate about music and I believe it’s important to
do something you enjoy. I wanted to pursue a professional
performing career in music, so the BMus (Hons) here was a
natural step for me as there is such a focus on performing in
the degree.

Did being a student in the Junior
Conservatoire prepare you for studying
at degree level?
Definitely. Even as a Junior student you are expected to
work hard and be disciplined in your approach to your
studies. The way the timetable of a Junior student is
structured is also based on the degree course – I have fullypacked days every day here.

What advice would you give a young
person who is thinking about auditioning
for the Junior Conservatoire?

Hometown: Glasgow
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On top of this, there are lots of competitions for Junior
Conservatoire students throughout the year, as well as
collaborations with partners such as BBC SSO, so there’s lots
of ‘extra-curricular’ things to get involved in too.

I would suggest you attend the Open Day, or get in touch
with staff here to get a real sense of what’s involved in being
a Junior Conservatoire student. When it comes to your
audition, I would say make sure that you are well prepared
and try to enjoy the experience as much as possible.

What are your professional hopes for
the future?
Well, it’s still early days, but I’d like to continue performing,
play music and keep doing what makes me happy.

Head of Modern Ballet, Kerry Livingstone, has
been teaching ballet at the Conservatoire for five
years. As well as running the BA Modern Ballet
and the Associates Programme at Scottish Ballet,
Kerry designed and developed the dance course
for the Junior Conservatoire specifically for
talented young dancers. Here, Kerry shares
some of her experiences and advice with us.
Why did you decide to set up the
dance course?
It all evolved from the BA Modern Ballet programme
which started in 2009. We wanted to be able to offer some
additional classes at an earlier level than the degree course
to students who were seriously considering a career in dance.
The Junior Conservatoire dance programme has been running
for two years now and we are excited to be able to teach
students in our wonderful facilities at Speirs Locks Studios
and see them working with the teaching staff to achieve
their goals.

My Junior
Conservatoire

What are you looking for in Junior
Conservatoire dancers?
Lots of hard work and enthusiasm.
We push and challenge our students to allow them to experience
training in a professional environment, which should help
to prepare them for their next step – a place at a vocational
dance school. We also audition students to ensure they
have the appropriate physical and artistic abilities to progress
safely with training at this level.

What is a typical class like for a
Junior student?
Classes are very focused but we also like to make them
f u n . S t u d e n t s w i l l wo rk t h ro u g h b a r re wo rk , c e n t re
practice, pirouettes and jumps and the girls will also do some
pointe work. On top of this, students will learn lots of stretching
and strengthening exercises, which they can continue to practise
at home, to improve overall performance.
We always work with a musician, so the students gain lots of
valuable experience in musicality and artistry too.
There is also the chance to learn a bit of repertoire. The
classes go in very quickly and at the end of the year there is
a sharing to staff and invited family and friends to showcase
the progression our dancers have made throughout the
academic session.
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What opportunities are there for Junior
Conservatoire students to progress to
full-time ballet study?
This is exactly what we are aiming for.
The Junior Conservatoire classes are structured to help
students work at a level which will prepare them for full-time
training. Although the programme is relatively new, we already
have several students who have successfully auditioned for
full-time vocational training – including here on our own
BA Modern Ballet degree programme, which is delivered
i n partnership with Scottish Ballet. Some students may
choose to audition for contemporary dance or musical
theatre programmes which have a strong dance element too.

What is the mix of boys and girls in
the dance programme?
We don’t have a set number of boys to girls as we keep the
class numbers small to allow us to focus on each student
individually. By not having a set ratio when we audition, we
look to enrol the very best dancers.

Why should young ballet dancers come
here to study?
The combination of excellent teaching, facilities, musical
accompaniment and professional approach make the classes
an excellent addition to a pre-professional student’s training
programme.

What advice would you give to someone
auditioning for the Junior Conservatoire?
Enjoy the experience!
We are looking for potential, someone who loves to dance and
young people who want to work hard to be the best at what they
love to do.

“We are looking for potential,
someone who loves to dance and
young people who want to work
hard to be the best at what they
love to do.”

HOW TO APPLY

TRANSITIONS 20/40
Transitions 20/40 is a ground-breaking programme which offers funding
for talented performing and production arts students who have the
potential to continue their studies to university or conservatoire-level.

The Junior Conservatoire wants to work with talented young people
who show potential in their art form.
The application deadline for the Junior Conservatoire
for entry in September 2015 is Friday 5 December 2014. You
must submit an online application detailing your experience
and why you wish to be part of the Junior Conservatoire.

Financial support

Please note there is an application fee of £35 to be paid upon
submission of your online application.

The bursary is open to anyone who has been accepted to
the Junior Conservatoire. When applying to the Agnes Allan
Bursary you may be asked to provide documents to support
your application. All applications will be treated in the
strictest confidence.

Apply online now: www.rcs.ac.uk/jr

Auditions and interviews
All applicants must attend an audition or interview at
the Conservatoire and demonstrate their abilities and
commitment to the programme.

More information on available bursaries and the application
process can be found online: www.rcs.ac.uk/jr

For dance, drama and music, you can expect a practical
audition where you will perform either in a group or on
your own.

Get in touch

For production and screen, we will ask you to attend a short
interview and bring some examples of your work which best
showcases your ability.
Above all, we look for each individual’s potential. Don’t
worry if you feel you are not at an advanced level yet – we
want to work with young people who are prepared to learn,
work hard and train to be creative artists and future full-time
students.
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The Agnes Allan Bursary supports students who require
some financial assistance to be able to take part in the Junior
Conservatoire.

JUNIOR CONSERVATOIRE

If you have any questions about the Junior Conservatoire or
the application process, please don’t hesitate to get in touch
with us.
Telephone: 0141 270 8247
Email: juniors@rcs.ac.uk

Transitions 20/40 wants to find and develop the next
generation of artists who live in designated Scottish
socio-economic areas.

Dance

Transitions 20/40 students receive up to 160 hours of
fully-funded tuition to train with Short Courses or the Junior
Conservatoire.

For young dancers who demonstrate ability, determination
and the potential to study dance or ballet at degree level in
the future.

The project also provides each student a mentor and a personal
learning plan which is tailored to help the development of
students’ individual needs and skills.

Drama

The aim of Transitions 20/40 is to support the students who
work with us to apply to full-time training at degree level in
the future.

For talented performers who are interested in developing
their skills in acting or musical theatre.

Am I eligible to apply for Transitions
20/40?

Ages: 11–17 year olds

Ages: 15 year olds +

Music
Ages: 12–18 year olds

To be eligible you must be within the required age range for
each programme and reside permanently in a Scottish Index
of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD) area 1 or 2.

This programme is for young musicians who show strong
musical ability and who have the potential to take their
learning to degree level in the future.

To check if you are eligible and to find out more
details about this funded programme, please see:
www.rcs.ac.uk/transitions2040

Production

How to apply

Ages: 15 year olds +

Apply online for the Transitions 20/40 programme:
www.rcs.ac.uk/transitions2040

For talented teenagers who want to pursue a career in the
theatre production industry, including design, production
arts and stage management.

The application deadline for entry in August 2015 is Friday 5
December 2014.

Screen

If you have any questions about the programme, eligibility
requirements or the application process, please contact us:
transitions2040@rcs.ac.uk

Ages: 15–18 year olds
For aspiring film-makers who want to develop skills to be
able to study and work in the film industry.

MUSIC

Over 300 young
musicians travel
from across Scotland
and England every
Saturday to take
part in the Junior
Conservatoire.

Music

What you will study

Who: Talented musicians aged 9–18
When: Every Saturday during the academic year
Where: Renfrew Street campus
The Junior Conservatoire is for young people with a passion
for music who show real potential in their musical abilities
and want to study at a higher level.
This Junior Conservatoire programme starts in September and
offers intensive music training and performing opportunities.
Students come from all over Scotland and the north of
England every week to study with our specialist tutors and
play in the orchestras, ensembles and choirs. Our students
want to learn with us because they are either considering a
career or further study in music or they are passionate about
their instrument(s) and want to improve their knowledge
and skills.

As a Junior Conservatoire student, you will have your own
timetable which will allow a range of one to one tuition, bespoke
group lessons and ensemble work. Each week you will receive:
|

a 45-minute one to one lesson on your principal study

|

a 30-minute one to one lesson on your second 		
instrument (if appropriate)

|

a one-hour theory and musicianship class

|

one or more group activity

|

optional classes (e.g. composition)

Group classes
Saturdays at the Junior Conservatoire are always busy with
numerous orchestras, ensembles and choirs for you to join.
Students can take part in one or more of the group classes
and the works produced by these groups are always highlights
in the Junior Conservatoire concert calendar.

Instruments

Group classes on offer in 2015 are:

From clarsach to clarinet, we teach a wide range of instruments
for you to specialise in for your principal or second study.

|

First and Second Orchestra

|

Wind Orchestra

|

Big Band

|

Brass Band

|

Junior Choir

|

Senior Choir

Jazz

Masterclasses

Chamber Choir
Jazz Collective
Chamber Music Groups
(including string quarters, piano trios, wind quintets,
guitar ensembles, brass quintets, saxophone ensembles
and percussion ensembles)

In 2015 we are beginning a Jazz programme to run within
the Junior Conservatoire which aims to train aspiring jazz
musicians who want to study music in the future. The
programme will feature masterclasses with Artistic Director,
Tommy Smith.

Masterclasses are a key part of the curriculum at the
Conservatoire and offer an opportunity to learn from the
very best performers from across the globe.

We offer expert tuition in the following instruments:
|

Accordion

|

Flute

|

Recorder

|

Bassoon

|

French Horn

|

Saxophone

|

Cello

|

Guitar

|

Trombone

|

Clarinet

|

Harp

|

Trumpet

|

Clarsach

|

|

Tuba

|

Cornet

Highland
Bagpipes

|
|

|

Viola

Oboe

|

|

Violin

|

Voice

|

Double Bass

|

|

Euphonium

|

Percussion

|

Fiddle

|

Piano
|
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Scottish Traditional Music Groups

“Noye’s Fludde was a great
opportunity for me; sitting
alongside members of the BBC
Scottish Symphony Orchestra
was so inspiring, especially
with such interesting material
to perform. I learnt so much
about orchestral etiquette in a
professional environment.”

Composition

Freya, age 16
JUNIOR Violinist

Scottish Music students have individual lessons and group
classes; much of the work will be delivered aurally, but
students will also learn by notation. All students will receive
a 45-minute principal study lesson with the option of a
30-minute lesson on a second instrument.

We encourage our students who are interested in writing music
to take an optional class in composition. Young composers
work with expert staff from the Conservatoire and will have
the chance to hear their work performed. A highlight of the
year is always the Young Composers’ Concert, where students
perform pieces written by their friends and peers.

Scottish Music
The Scottish Music programme exists within the Junior
Conservatoire and recognises the tradition of Scottish Music
and uses the expertise and talent of the teaching staff of the
Conservatoire to teach the next generation of performers.

Scottish Music students can also join the choirs and play in
the orchestras of the Junior Conservatoire.
JUNIOR CONSERVATOIRE

Performing
We believe that performing allows our students to grow
musically and develop their confidence.
Performing is at the very heart of the Junior Conservatoire
and, as a student here, you will be given numerous opportunities
to perform throughout the year. Concerts are held on Saturday
afternoons in venues including the 355-seat Stevenson Hall
and the Ledger Recital Room.
All ensembles, choirs and orchestras perform regularly
throughout the year and more experienced students have
the chance to play in public masterclasses.
Our students also perform at events such as Big Guitar
Weekend, Celtic Connections and the Scottish International
Piano Competition. In November 2013, some of our students
were lucky enough to play with the BBC Scottish Symphony
Orchestra in a joint production of Noye’s Fludde, celebrating
100 years since the birth of British composer Benjamin
Britten. A full list of concerts and recitals is available online:
www.rcs.ac.uk/jr

Junior Conservatoire students have previously received
masterclasses with visiting professionals including Nicola
Benedetti, Ian Bousfield and Anders Astrand.
Junior students also work closely with musicians on
the undergraduate and postgraduate degree programmes,
allowing you to find out first-hand what to expect as a
full-time degree student.

Competitions
Several competitions are held throughout the year and we
encourage students to enter to learn and gain performing
experience.
Competitions include prizes such as the Gilbert Innes
Prize Competition for Brass and Scottish Music Prize
Competition.
We also encourage students to take part in competitions out
with the Conservatoire such as BBC Young Musician of the
Year, BBC Inspire Young Composers’ Competition, Rotary
Club Competitions and music festival competitions.

Reports

FAQs

Feedback is important. You will receive verbal feedback on
your progress every week at the end of your lessons.

Do I need to play a second instrument?

Written reports are issued at the end of the first and third terms.
In the second term, we hold a series of information days
for parents and guardians to meet teachers and discuss your
work and any future plans for your music studies.

How to apply
To apply to join the Junior Conservatoire in September 2015
your online application must be submitted by Friday 5
December 2014. There is an application fee of £35.
Everyone who applies on time will receive an audition and
interview, and these will be held in March 2015.
If you are thinking of applying to the Junior Conservatoire
we recommend you attend the Open Day on 15 November
2014. This is an opportunity for you to find out more about
life as a student of the Junior Conservatoire, and what
is required at your audition. The Open Day is free to attend
but you have to register online to confirm your place:
www.rcs.ac.uk/jr

What grade should I be playing at?
We look for your musical potential as well as your current
ability. As a result, we do not specify grades for any instrument.
Will I be asked to play my second instrument in the
audition?
If you would like to be considered for second study lessons at
the Junior Conservatoire, you will be asked to perform one
piece on your chosen instrument.
How long is the audition?
Junior Conservatoire auditions last around 20 minutes.
Warm-up rooms are available prior to your alloc ated
audition time.

YOUNGER
MUSICIANS

Early Years Music

When: Every Sunday during the academic year

Early Years Music classes are for children aged from three
months to seven years.

Who: Children aged 3 months–9 years

Where: Renfrew Street campus

Pre-Junior Conservatoire
The Pre-Junior Conservatoire is for young musicians aged
7–9 who are either playing at a beginners level or who have
only recently started to play a musical instrument.
The Pre-Junior Conservatoire takes place every Sunday during
the academic year, with classes running from late morning
into the afternoon.
As a Pre-Junior, every week you will receive:
|

a 30-minute individual lesson on your principal 		
instrument

|

a 30-minute musicianship class

What to expect at your audition

|

a 30-minute rhythm class in a group environment

We try to make your audition as informal as possible and
encourage you to enjoy the experience.

|

lessons on your second instrument and ensemble
work (if appropriate)

Auditions are held in spring and you can expect to play
for a panel which will include a specialist tutor in your
principal instrument.
The panel is looking for musical potential with the ability and
desire to take music study further. Even if you are a younger
player and not playing at an advanced level, the panel will
consider your overall potential for the future.
For the audition, you should expect to:
|	perform two contrasting pieces which you enjoy and
shows you off to the best of your ability
|
	

perform one piece on your second instrument
(if appropriate)

|	complete sight reading, aural tests, scales and arpeggios
appropriate to your current standard
The audition will then be followed by an informal discussion
on what your musical interests are and what you hope to learn
from being a student here.
Every year we receive hundreds of applications for the Junior
Conservatoire. In your audition we want to see that you have
the commitment and dedication to be part of this programme.

In 2013/14 Junior
Conservatoire
students performed
in over 60 concerts.
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Not at all; many of our students play one instrument but if
you wish to start learning a second instrument you will
receive a 30-minute one to one lesson each week.
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How to apply
To apply to join the Pre-Junior Conservatoire in September
2015 your online application must be submitted by Friday 5
December 2014.
Everyone who applies on time will receive an audition
and interview. The audition for the Pre-Junior Conservatoire
takes the form of a group rhythm workshop with other
young people, and a short instrumental session and informal
chat for those who already play a musical instrument.
Please note that being a Pre-Junior student does not ensure you
will be accepted onto the Junior Conservatoire programme.
There is no automatic progression and all places on both
programmes are allocated following audition.

Learning musical skills in early years helps children’s speech,
language, numeracy, co-ordination and confidence, as well as
encouraging a life-long love of music.
These classes are educational, fun and led by early years
education specialists.
Children are taught musical ‘building blocks’ such as rhythm,
beat, dynamics, tempo and pitch. As children grow older
and more confident in their musicality, classes will involve
reading and writing music.
Children who are in primary school can choose to start playing
an instrument, with lessons available in piano, recorder and
violin for an additional tuition fee.
These classes hope to inspire a love of music in young
children and offer opportunities to progress to the Pre-Junior
Conservatoire.
To find out more about Early Years Music please see:
www.rcs.ac.uk/earlyyears

Find out more
More information about the Junior Conservatoire, Pre-Junior
Conservatoire and Early Years, including term dates and fees,
can be found online: www.rcs.ac.uk/jr
If you have any questions, please get in touch with us:
juniors@rcs.ac.uk or call 0141 270 8247.

“I am learning to play the flute.
The thing I like best is when I
watch Sally, a flautist in Seniors,
play in the orchestra.”
Alice, age 8
Pre-Junior CONSERVATOIRE STUDENT

DRAMA

Our drama
students receive
masterclasses from
experts and industry
partners such as the
National Theatre of
Scotland.

Drama

Who: Talented performers aged 14–17 who aspire to study
drama in the future and have a career in the profession
When: Every Sunday during the academic term
Where: Renfrew Street campus

Musical Theatre
For student s who show potential in music al the atre
performance, the Junior Conservatoire will work with you
to develop skills across the disciplines of acting, singing
and dance to prepare you for a career in this competitive
industry.

The Junior Conservatoire trains aspiring and talented young
performers to specialise in acting or musical theatre.

Working with musical theatre professionals, you can expect
to receive training in:

Each year we teach a small number of students who spend
a full academic year with our award-winning tutors to
develop core skills in drama and enhance their acting or
musical theatre technique. Students are taught by expert
tutors and experience conservatoire-style training.

|

awareness and technical ability in the body
through dance

|

music theory and instrumental skills to be able to 		
interpret sheet music

|

ensemble work through choir and musical
theatre scenes

|

singing technique to allow development, knowledge
and control of range and style

|

core acting skills to build on character, emotion and
situation through song and spoken text

|

textual analysis and characterisation skills

|

voice work to expand your tone and range of expression

Due to the small class size, students will receive intensive
teaching, with detailed one to one and ensemble work.
The Junior Conservatoire offers two drama programmes:
Acting and Musical Theatre.

Acting
We work with a small number of aspiring actors who want
to develop their skills and work towards a professional career
as an actor.
As a Junior Conservatoire student, you receive training in:
|

technical movement skills

|

working collaboratively as part of a company of actors

|

using the body as a tool for expression in performance

|

vocal skills and developing the voice to connect
with breath to support and strengthen your
tone and expression

|

script analysis and characterisation choices

|

technique to create and refine character

|

rehearsing and performing scenes and monologues

Masterclasses
Masterclasses are at the heart of our curriculum. They are
an opportunity for you to learn from experienced professionals
and work with the best to develop your own technique.
You will take part in masterclasses throughout the year with
visiting performers, lecturers and degree students who have
several years’ experience of conservatoire-level teaching.
Masterclasses also involve working with industry partners,
and, in 2014, this included the National Theatre of Scotland.

Performance
The Junior Conservatoire programme develops and refines
your acting or musical theatre skills and prepares you for
full-time study at university or conservatoire-level. You will
work with a curriculum which allows you to explore voice,
movement and acting skills that can be used in classical and
contemporary pieces.
At the end of the year, Junior Conservatoire students perform
a showcase as part of a festival for young people. Family,
friends and staff from the Conservatoire are invited to this
presentation to see the learning developments you have
achieved over the year.

Reports
Feedback is an important part of any learning experience.
You will receive verbal feedback in every class as appropriate.
Written reports will also be issued twice a year to ensure you
are meeting the learning outcomes of the programme and
are developing at a rate you are happy with.
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Progression

FAQs

Progression is possible within the Junior Conservatoire and
beyond.

What types of students are accepted into the
Junior Conservatoire?

Once you have completed your year of training it is possible
to progress to the next level of the programme for a further
year’s tuition.

We don’t have a type. All we ask is that you are a dedicated and
motivated young person who shows potential in performance.
You should enjoy working in an ensemble but also be
comfortable working on your own.

How to apply
To apply to join the Junior Conservatoire in September 2015
your online application must be submitted by Friday 5
December 2014. There is an application fee of £35.
Everyone who applies on time will receive an audition
and interview and these will be held in the Conservatoire
in April 2015.
If you are thinking of applying to the Junior Conservatoire
we recommend you attend the Open Day on 2
November 2014. The Open Day is free to attend but you have
to register online to confirm your place: www.rcs.ac.uk/jr

What to expect at your audition
At your audition you can expect to perform for a panel of three
members, consisting of Conservatoire tutors and external
professional teachers.
If you are applying for the acting programme you will
be expected to perform one monologue of your choice. The
monologue should last no more than two minutes.
If you are applying for the musical theatre programme you
will be expected to perform one monologue and one song,
no longer than two minutes each. The song should be from
the musical theatre genre. Your song will be accompanied,
so please bring the sheet music with you. You will also take
part in a dance class as part of your audition.
The audition will then be followed by an informal discussion
on your interests in the performing arts and what you hope
to learn from being a student in the Junior Conservatoire.
In your interview we want to see that you have the commitment
and dedication to be part of this programme for the full
academic year.

Do I need to learn the monologue for my audition?
Yes, it’s important to have learnt your monologue. This means
you can focus on the performance and not on a piece of paper.
What monologue should I choose?
Choose a piece that tells a good story and that you enjoy
performing. We would always recommend that your pieces
are suitable for your age range. Do not choose roles that are
much older than you.
It is also advisable to have read the full play beforehand too;
this will allow you to better understand the character you are
portraying.
I feel really nervous about auditioning, what if I forget
my lines?
Remember the panel are on your side. They want you to do
well and are not going to try to catch you out. If you do
stumble on a line, pick it up again and stay in character; it will
not affect the panel’s decision. Remember to breathe.
What if I am not successful?
Unfortunately there will not be enough places for everyone
who auditions; if you are not successful it does not mean
you should give up. We have lots of other courses here at the
Conservatoire that may be more suitable for you at this stage.
We are happy to offer some feedback and suggest some
next steps for you to consider.
Do I need to dance at the musical theatre audition?
Yes, although don’t worry if you feel that this is not where your
strength lies; all we ask is that you try. You will be assessed on
your overall performance.
What if I can’t find the sheet music for my song?
If you can find it then it would be best; however, if you can’t
you can sing unaccompanied. This will not affect the panel’s
decision.

Find out more
More information about the Junior Conservatoire, including
term dates and fees, can be found online:
www.rcs.ac.uk/jr
If you have any questions, please get in touch with us:
juniors@rcs.ac.uk or call 0141 270 8247.
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“I’ve always wanted to
pursue my dreams and
acting is something I love
and I am passionate about.
The Junior Conservatoire
has opened the doors to
my wonderland.”
Gregor, Junior Conservatoire
acting student

DANCE

Our young dancers
work with the very
best teachers. In
2014 this included
a masterclass with
Matthew Bourne.

Dance

Who: Ballet dancers aged 11–17
When: Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday evenings
throughout the academic year
Where: Speirs Locks Studios
The Junior Conservatoire is for young dancers who aspire
to perform at a professional level in the future. Our hope for
our young ballet dancers is that they leave us having gained
entry into a full-time dance study programme.
This programme was established in 2011 and it has already
had tremendous success; in its first year every Junior
dancer was accepted into a vocational dance school across
the UK, including the BA Modern Ballet degree here at the
Conservatoire.
Students train in the purpose-built Speirs Locks Studios and
are taught by teaching staff from the degree programme,
including Head of BA Modern Ballet, Kerry Livingstone.

What you will study
As a Junior Conservatoire student you will have a timetable
of classes to attend weekly in order to ensure you develop
your dance technique at the required pace.
Working within the curriculum, these weekly classes will
focus on classical technique and developing stamina, whilst
also working on your musicality and repertoire. You will also
learn strengthening, stretching and conditioning exercises,
which you can continue to practise at home.
You will work with teaching staff from the BA Modern Ballet
degree programme and also tutors from Scottish Ballet.
The Junior Conservatoire is designed to work in partnership
with existing Scottish Ballet Associate programmes, as well
as complement the work of local dance teachers.

Progression
Progression is possible within the Junior Conservatoire
with two levels of classes – mid–level and senior. There is
also a class dedicated to boys only, ensuring that boys receive
the appropriate teaching in virtuosity that is required.

Reports
Feedback is an important part of development. You will
receive a report on your progress once a year, as well as
regular informal feedback during your weekly classes.

Masterclasses
Learning from professionals and experts in the performing
arts world is an important part of the curriculum. In the
Junior Conservatoire, dancers will have the opportunity to
take part in masterclasses from visiting professionals including
Matthew Bourne, Paul Tyers and dancers from Scottish Ballet.
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Performing
Junior Conservatoire students work within a rigorous and
demanding curriculum which aims to develop your technique
to a conservatoire-level standard. Aspects of performance
are built into the programme and, at the end of the academic
year, you will perform in a sharing to family and friends,
demonstrating your learning and progression.

How to apply
To apply to join the Junior Conservatoire in September
2015 your applic ation must be submitted by Friday 5
December 2014.
You must submit an online application detailing your dance
experience and what you hope to get from being part of
the Junior Conservatoire. Everyone who applies on time will
receive an audition.
You can find more details and apply online at:
www.rcs.ac.uk/jr

What to expect at your audition
Auditions for the Junior Conservatoire for entry in 2015/16
will take place in May 2015.
The audition will take the form of a class; you will take part
in a group ballet workshop led by a teacher from the Junior
Conservatoire, with a panel of teachers observing the class.
We try to make auditions as informal as possible and hope
you enjoy the experience of auditioning at the Conservatoire.

FAQs
What uniform do I wear?
If you are accepted on to the programme you will be expected
to wear appropriate dance attire.
What level do I need to be at for the audition?
For the mid-level class we ask that you are dancing at
intermediate foundation level (or equivalent); for the senior
class you should be at intermediate level (or equivalent).
Girls in the senior audition may be asked to demonstrate
pointework.

Find out more
More information about the Junior Conservatoire,
including term dates and fees, can be found online:
www.rcs.ac.uk/jr
If you have any questions, please get in touch with us:
juniors@rcs.ac.uk or call 0141 270 8247.

Adam McIlwaine,
Head of Digital Film and TV

PRODUCTION &
SCREEN

“This programme
is an opportunity
for talented young
people to impact the
Scottish broadcasting
landscape.”

Production
Who: Aspiring production artists aged 15–18
When: Throughout the academic year
Where: Speirs Locks Studios
Theatre production is an area of skill shortage in Scotland,
and the Junior Conservatoire aims to improve this by offering
bespoke training to talented young artists and technicians
who want to pursue a career in the world behind the stage
curtain.
Each student in the Junior Conservatoire will be given a
tailored timetable which will cater to their individual
interests and areas of development. You will be given
opportunities to learn more in a range of subjects across the
technical and production arts, including set and costume
design, prop making, set construction, scenic art, costume,
stage management and lighting, sound and stage technology.
At the end of the year, students have the opportunity to
present their work either in an exhibition or on a production
to demonstrate their progression over the year.
Junior Conservatoire students will gain a comprehensive
insight into the world of theatre production and by the
end of your studies, it is hoped you will be working at a
high-quality standard and consider applying to full-time
production studies.

What you will study
Every student is assigned a mentor who will work with
you to create a personal learning plan. This plan will
determine your studies for the year and may consist of intensive
weekend study options, summer schools, one to one lessons
with expert teaching staff or masterclasses with professionals
or degree students. The programme is designed to be flexible
to allow you and your mentor to create a suitable pathway for
your interests.

How to apply
To apply to join the Junior Conservatoire in September 2015
your application must be submitted by Friday 5 December
2014. There is an application fee of £35.
You must submit an online application detailing your
experience and what you hope to get from being part of
the Junior Conservatoire. Everyone who applies on time will
receive an interview.
You can find more details and complete the application form:
www.rcs.ac.uk/jr
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What to expect at your interview
There are no set tasks for the interview but the panel will ask
you to tell them what related experiences you have had. This
might be at school or with a local amateur or youth theatre
group but it might also be work you have created, or research
you have developed independently or online.
The panel will expect you to be able to tell them about theatre
productions you have seen and of what your hopes and plans
are for the future. Mostly the panel will encourage you to talk
freely to them so that they can see evidence of passion,
motivation and creativity.
You are encouraged to bring evidence with you that may help
the panel make their decision. This might include examples
of artwork or technical drawings, achievement certificates,
programmes and photos from events you have been involved
in, artefacts such as props, models or costumes you have made
(or photos of these), production paperwork such as plans and
prompt books or anything else you have that might be helpful.

Find out more
More information about the Junior Conservatoire can be
found online: www.rcs.ac.uk/jr
If you have any questions, please get in touch with us:
juniors@rcs.ac.uk or call 0141 270 8247.

SCREEN

Who: Young film-makers aged 11–18
When: Weekly classes throughout the academic year
Where: Renfrew Street campus
The Junior Conservatoire aims to train and develop the
next generation of film-makers in a city that is bursting
with professionals and career possibilities.
As a student here you will be taught by award-winning
industry practitioners, with years’ of experience in the
sector, with opportunities for working with children’s TV,
Glasgow Film Theatre and GMAC.
You will learn a mixture of film study, screenwriting and
film-making, encompassing every stage of the creative
screen journey.
You can progress through the Junior Conservatoire, from
starting on content idea through to working on the technical
operation of equipment on large scale productions. The aim
for our students is that you will leave us with the skills and
abilities to take your studies on to higher education or work
in the industry.

What you will study
As a Junior Conservatoire student you will attend weekly
classes and work with your tutor on developing content for
a young audience. You will lead the way in developing and
realising content for screen and improve your practical skills
which you can use in your future training.
In your first year you will explore character, plot and dialogue
to evolve believable stories. You will also learn about
presenting your ideas to external producers and gain insight
into what they are looking for in your pitch.
You will progress to explore existing TV content and begin
to frame out your own ideas in the context of TV, film or
online platforms.
In your final year of training you will further develop and
complete final versions of film or TV pilot scenes and share
these with partners including animation studios.

How to apply
To apply to join the Junior Conservatoire in September 2015
your application must be submitted by Friday 5 December
2014. There is an application fee of £35.
You must submit an online application detailing your
experience and what you hope to get from being part of
the Junior Conservatoire. Everyone who applies on time will
receive an interview.
You can find more details and complete the application form:
www.rcs.ac.uk/jr

What to expect at your interview
You will be invited to an interview with two panel members
which will last approximately 30 minutes.
We want you to feel relaxed at your interview and show your
abilities and commitment to the programme. The interview
will be informal and you will be expected to talk about your
motivations for applying for the course, where you hope your
studies will take you and what area of the film industry
interests you.
You will also be expected to prepare a 200 word outline on a
film or an episode of a television show from a prescribed list
which will be sent to you in advance of your interview.
You can also bring any portfolio of work you have to the
interview to discuss, but this is not essential.

Find out more
More information about the Junior Conservatoire can be
found online: www.rcs.ac.uk/jr
If you have any questions, please get in touch with us:
juniors@rcs.ac.uk or call 0141 270 8247.

We believe the performing arts can help young people to achieve their
potential through the development of confidence, social and creative skills.

Scholarships and Bursaries

My Scholarship

The Junior Conservatoire Scholarship Fund is currently
supported by the generosity of individuals and charitable
trusts and foundations including The Wolfson Foundation,
The Savoy Club Trust and The Cambuslang Rotary Club.

NAME: Hollie Fyfe
INSTRUMENT: CLARSACH
supported by: the Savoy Club Trust

The Agnes Allan Bursary Fund also helps individuals overcome
the barrier of financial need and last year provided over
100 bursaries. As the Junior Conservatoire grows to include
five art forms, scholarships and bursaries are ever more
important to support emerging dancers, theatre practitioners,
musicians and film-makers.

SUPPORTING
THE TALENT

The provision of bursaries and scholarship support is vital
to enable talented young individuals to participate in the
Junior Conservatoire. Financial support allows outstanding
students to access the exceptionally high standard of teaching
here at the Conservatoire.
20% of Junior Conservatoire families last year reported they
would not have been able to access this tuition without
some level of financial assistance. As the challenging
economic climate persists, we are seeing a steady incline in
the number of families seeking financial support to continue
their children’s long-term training.

Hollie plays in the Junior Conservatoire Scottish Music
programme and has studied the clarsach for seven years.
As a young musician, she found it difficult to access playing
and performing opportunities, until The Savoy Club Trust
recognised Hollie’s talent and awarded her a scholarship to
study at the Junior Conservatoire.
“Being awarded a scholarship created an opportunity that
was essential for my progression, allowing me to hire an
instrument for the whole academic year, purchase music,
join the local harp association, and attend subsequent
workshops and events.
With access to a harp and music for performance and practise,
I passed my ABRSM exams. This gave me the confidence to
audition for full-time study at the Royal Conservatoire of
Scotland. I now have a full unconditional offer to enrol in the
BA Music (Hons) degree course in 2014.
None of this would have been possible without The Savoy Club
Trust Scholarship.”

Donate
For those who support the Scholarship Fund, we offer a
range of benefits including access to performances, the
opportunity to meet students and watch them grow as artists
of the future.
To find out more about making a donation or supporting a
scholarship, please cont ac t our Development Manager
Jules Haston: j.haston@rcs.ac.uk
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