
ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES

The Scottish Traditional Music Graded Exams aim to give learners and their tutors clear milestones 
needed to build up the skills, knowledge and aural awareness required to perform Scottish music 
with authenticity and idiomatic dexterity. Examiners are experienced performers in the instrument 
concerned, guaranteeing the candidate an expert and insightful assessment. Candidates are assessed 
on their ability to perform the set tunes and supporting tests with:

Fluency and continuity

Fluent performance arises from the piece’s sustained and musically convincing delivery, the co-ordi-
nation required to produce effective rhythm and clearly articulated responses to musical prompts. 
Continuity refers to a piece’s consistency of tempo and forward momentum, despite the occasional 
error.

A sense of style and musical character

A sense of style refers to the articulation of rhythm and technique appropriate to the various types 
of tunes being performed, such as a strathspey or a jig. Style also refers to the adoption of phrasing, 
dynamics and musical character associated with a particular region or community, such as Aber-
deenshire or the West Highlands, though this aspect is more appropriately identified with the higher 
grades.

Practical and aural musicianship

Practical musicianship in Scottish tradition often encompasses the ability to learn and manipulate 
music by ear. The visual communication between master and pupil, or between musicians in a ses-
sion, is often just as important. The Graded Exams therefore encourage the candidate to develop 
aural awareness of rhythm, melodic shape, echoing of phrases, extemporization and harmonic ac-
companiment to a variety of tune idioms in a face-to-face situation with the examiner.

Secure intonation

Tonal security covers one’s technical command of the instrument and includes situations where a 
poor instrument may be skillfully managed. It encompasses the ability to produce focused and con-
sistent tone as appropriate to the musical context.

A sense of performance

A musician’s presentation skills – the ability to establish a rapport with an audience – is very impor-
tant. Candidates are therefore encouraged to prepare a varied programme for the performance sec-
tion and to put something of themselves into the music, both in performance and in their spoken 
introduction to the music; to play with conviction and, in so doing, to engage the examiner as his or 
her own audience. Candidates will not be marked for their spoken introductions or dialogue with the 
examiner, but will be marked for the overall sense of performance to which such introductions often 
contribute.

It will not be necessary for a candidate to meet all assessment objectives in order to pass. Weakness 
in one assessment objective, such as intonation, may be balanced by better performance in another, 
such as a clear sense of style. The mark awarded will depend in practice on the extent to which the 
candidate has met the assessment objectives overall.

Assessment Criteria


