
Graded exams up to Grade 5 feature the performance of a wide diversity of traditional and modern 
tunes, brief technical work, a ‘quick study’ and a series of practical and aural musicianship (PAM) 
tests designed specifically with the Scottish traditional musician in mind. 

There are no theory tests.

In ungraded performance assessments, there are no marks and no pass or fail: just expert 
independent feedback on your playing, written by the examiner on the certificate that the candidate 
receives at the end of each assessment. 
It is suitable for adult learners, teachers and candidates of any age with specific needs. It’s also perfect 
for young learners who’d simply like a relaxed and supportive introduction to the exam experience.

Two exam sessions take place annually on Royal Conservatoire premises: a spring session and an 
autumn session. The spring session usually takes place around the end of March; the session in 
autumn usually around the end of October. Once the deadline for entries to a session has passed, our 
Graded Exams Administrator collates the entries and notifies each applicant of their candidates’ 
appointment with the examiner for the upcoming session.

If, however, you are not within easy travelling distance of Glasgow or have a group of candidates 
ready for exams at other times of the year, you can request a special visit by an examiner near you. 
Certain conditions apply, but we are always happy to discuss your needs and accommodate them 
whenever possible. See the Book an exam link to your right for further details.

The examiner is a specialist in the candidate’s instrument and is eager to make the exam a welcoming 
and enjoyable experience. The exam takes 15- 20 minutes, depending on the grade, and within 
normally two weeks the applicant will receive a detailed mark sheet, an official certificate to pass on 
to the candidate(s). 
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