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STUDYING IN THE UK – SHORT TERM STUDENT VISA 
 
 
If you are an adult and you want to undertake a short course of study (less than 6 months) at 
the Conservatoire you might be able to come here as a short-term student.  In most cases 
this immigration category will apply to students on International Exchange programmes.  
 
Is the Short Term Student route appropriate for me? 
 
A short-term student is allowed to come to the UK for a maximum of 6 months. Short-term 
students cannot do the following… 
 

• extend their stay beyond 6 months or transfer into any other immigration category 
whilst in the UK 

• participate in a work placement (even if this is part of your course) 
• take any kind of employment (paid or unpaid) 
• bring dependents 

 
If you are coming to study at the Conservatoire for more than 6 months you will need to 
apply for a Tier 4 (General) visa.  Please see the factsheet ‘Studying in the UK – Tier 4 
(General)’  
 
How do I apply to be a Short-term student? 
 
If you are a visa national you must apply for entry clearance (visa) as a short-term student 
prior to coming to the UK, however, if you are a non-visa national you can choose to apply 
for entry clearance as a short-term student upon arrival in the UK.  To identify whether you 
are a visa national or not please see ‘Are you a visa national?’ on the UKVI website.  
 
Even if you do not need to apply for entry clearance prior to arrival (non-visa nationals), you 
may want to do so before you travel as it could save you time when you arrive at the UK 
border.  Nevertheless, you must apply for entry clearance before travelling to the UK if: 
 

• You are travelling to the UK via the Republic of Ireland 
• You have any unspent criminal convictions in any country, including the UK 
• You have previously been refused entry, deported or otherwise removed from 

the UK 
• You have breached the terms of any previous entry to the UK (for example, 

by working illegally or staying here after your permission to stay expired) 
• You have previously applied for a visa and been refused 
• You have been warned by a UK official that you should obtain a visa before 

you travel to the UK 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/check-uk-visa
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What do you need to show UKVI to be granted entry clearance as a short-term student? 
 
You must be able to show that: 
 

 You have been unconditionally accepted on a course of study at The Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland 

 You are 18 or over 
 You intend to visit the UK for no more than 6 months 
 You intend to leave the UK at the end of your visit 
 You have enough money to support and accommodate yourself without working or 

help from public funds, or you and any dependents will be supported and 
accommodated by relatives or friends 

 You can meet the cost of the return or onward journey 
 You are not in transit to a country outside the 'Common Travel Area' (Ireland, the 

UK, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands) 
 
 
You must show that, during your visit, you do not intend to: 
 

 Take paid or unpaid employment, produce goods or provide services, including the 
selling of goods or services directly to members of the public 

 Marry or register a civil partnership 
 Carry out the activities of a business visitor, a sports visitor or an entertainer visitor 
 Receive private medical treatment. 

 
 
  
 
If you intend to apply for entry clearance prior to your arrival in the UK you must 
provide UKVI with the following as part of your application: 

 Your current and previous 
passport(s) 

 

 A completed application form VAF1D application form, VAF1 Guidance 
Notes and Supporting Documents 
Guidance 
 
All countries, with the exception of Cuba 
and North Korea now support on-line 
applications.  

 Application fee £85 (February 2016) 
 One passport sized colour 

photograph 
See VAF1 Guidance Notes for the required 
format  

 Evidence that you have been 
unconditionally accepted or 
matriculated on a course of study at 
the Conservatoire 

Letter of acceptance from the Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland on official 
headed paper providing the name of the 
course, duration of the course and cost of 
tuition.   
 

 Evidence of any previous study or 
qualifications gained 

 

This could include a certificate of award or 
an academic reference or transcript 
 

 Evidence of any English language 
ability or qualifications 

This could include a test result certificate 
(for example IELTS, TOEFL, etc. or a 

http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/visas-immigration/visiting/business/
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/visas-immigration/visiting/sports/
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/visas-immigration/visiting/entertainer/
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/applicationforms/visas/vaf1d.pdf
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/applicationforms/visas/vaf1-guidance.pdf
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/applicationforms/visas/vaf1-guidance.pdf
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/out-of-country/visitors.pdf
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/out-of-country/visitors.pdf
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/applicationforms/visas/vaf1-guidance.pdf
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certificate of award (for degrees taught in 
English) 
 

 Evidence of your or your financial 
sponsor’s occupation, income and 
any savings or assets they have, as 
well as any funds they have set 
aside specifically to pay for your 
studies 

This could include a variety of any of the 
financial documents outlined below: 

-Bank statements or bank books 
-Bank letter or balance certificate 
-Payslips 
-Tax returns (personal or business) 
-Business bank account statements 
-Evidence of income from property 
or land 

 
If you have a financial sponsor you should 
also consider supplying evidence of their 
immigration status in the UK, this could be 
copies of: 

-Bio-data pages from their passports 
-Valid visa or immigration stamp 
from their passport 
-Home Office letter confirming 
permission to stay in the UK 

 
 Evidence of your current 

employment or studies 
 

 Evidence of your marital status  
 Details of accommodation and 

return travel bookings 
This could be a: 
-hotel/hostel booking confirmation 
-flight booking confirmation (can be email or 
copy of tickets) 
-tenancy agreement from Liberty House or 
privately rented flat 
 

You cannot make an application for a short-term student visa more than 3 months before the 
start of your course.  Applications received more than 3 months before your date of travel 
will be returned without a visa and without a refund of the application fee. You will then need 
to submit a new application and to re-enrol your biometric information at the appropriate 
time.   
 
You will be able to come to the UK up to 7 days before the start of the course.  However 
UKVI strongly advises you not to confirm your travel arrangements until you have received 
your entry clearance.   
 
If you intend to apply for entry clearance upon arrival in the UK you must present 
the UK Border Agency officer with the following upon arrival at the port of entry: 

 Current passport  
 Evidence of your unconditional offer 

letter to study at the Conservatoire 
 

 Evidence of your finances e.g. bank statements 
 Evidence that you intend to return to 

your home country 
e.g. return flight ticket or letter from your 
home institution stating that you are 
required to return 
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