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Welcome to the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland.  
No matter how long (or short) your course is we are here 

to make it a fantastic experience.
We hope that your time learning with us over the summer is enjoyable, challenging

and inspiring.

This handbook will provide you with practical advice and tips on your stay here in Glasgow and 
how you can make the most of this vibrant city. There’s always so much going on from exhibitions, 

to nights out, from great shopping to festivals.

If you have any questions after reading this handbook please do not hesitate to contact us. 
Welcome to the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland and enjoy the study ahead.
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Welcome from  
Lifelong Learning



The Lifelong Learning programme exists to 
support access to and participation in the 
wide range of performance and production 
arts specialisms that we offer at the Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland. 

As with our degree programmes,  
we prioritise the learning process and 
aim to deliver teaching practice that is 
contemporary, relevant and of the highest 
quality. Our teaching and support staff are 
passionate, knowledgeable and articulate 
about their specialist subjects. We aim 
to develop stimulating and inspirational 
learning opportunities in dance, drama, 
music, production and filmmaking. 

We offer weekly classes, specialist study 
courses, summer schools, professional 
development opportunities and learning 
events that are designed to benefit all ages 
and stages. There are experiences available 
whether you are Glasgow-based or from 
further afield in Scotland or the UK. Our 
summer schools are popular with students 
from all around the world. 

For the majority of our courses we have an 
open access policy. We welcome learners at 
all levels of experience and are committed to 
reducing barriers to participation in the arts. 

Learning from the best 
Significantly, we employ a very high 
proportion of part-time teachers who are 
also active professionals. Many of our full-
time teaching staff are also distinguished 
practitioners in their own professional 
spheres. 

Please see our website for more information 
about the teaching staff working on each 
course. 
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Our equality and 
diversity ethos 
The unique identity of every single 
individual who works or studies at the Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland is valued and 
respected.

We welcome a diverse population of staff 
and students. Further, we are committed to 
promoting equality in all of our activities and 
we aim to provide a performing, learning, 
teaching, working and research environment 
free from unlawful discrimination against 
applicants, staff and students on the 
grounds of gender (actual or perceived), 
sexual orientation, disability, race, colour, 
nationality, national or ethnic origin, marital 
status, age and actual or perceived religious 
or similar belief.

The Conservatoire fosters a culture which 
not only supports diversity, inclusion and 
equity, but indeed requires those principles. 
We are thoroughly committed to the 
promotion of equal opportunities across  
all of our practices.

Contact us
lifelong@rcs.ac.uk
+44 (0) 141 270 8213 

You are welcome to pop into the Lifelong 
Learning office in person from Monday – 
Friday, 9am - 5pm. You can find us next to 
the Academic and Administration Support 
office on the ground floor of the Royal 
Conservatoire, behind the Client Services 
desk at the main entrance. 

A full list of contact details for the Lifelong 
Learning team can be found on page 31.

Why study here? 
• We are ranked in the top 5 in the world 

for performing arts education (QS World 
University Rankings 2018)

• RCS is rooted in the contemporary world 
yet perpetuates the best traditions of 
excellence. 

• Our training methods are intensive and 
100% vocational. 

• We focus on each student’s unique 
potential, creativity and talent. 

• We support the spirit of creativity, 
innovation, enterprise and excellence. 

• Our facilities are among the best in 
Europe. 

• We are located in Glasgow, the cultural 
capital of Scotland. 

Our campus 
The Royal Conservatoire of Scotland is based 
on two sites (highlighted on the map on page 
7). Our main campus is on Renfrew Street and 
houses our six venues, library, offices and the 
majority of our rehearsal spaces. 

On Garscube Road we have Wallace Studios 
which is home to four industry-standard 
dance studios, eight rehearsal spaces and our 
production base, design studios, wardrobe, 
technical workshops and stores. 

Some summer schools will take place across 
the two sites, but they are just a 10 minutes 
walk from each other. 

Our performance venues are located in our 
Renfrew Street campus, which is accessible 
by all forms of transport. 

Located in one of 
Europe’s liveliest cities 
Glasgow is one of the UK’s most energetic 
and dynamic cities. Situated on the banks of 
the River Clyde, it is Scotland’s largest, yet 
most friendly city. Our location in Glasgow is 
of tremendous benefit to students not least 
because we are physically surrounded by the 
national companies in opera, theatre, music 
and dance.
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Find us

 Royal Conservatoire of Scotland 
 100 Renfrew Street, Glasgow, G2 3DB
 rcs.ac.uk
 
Landmarks

 Savoy Centre

 Buchanan Galleries

 Glasgow Caledonian University

Rail 
 Queen Street Station

 Central Station

Bus

 Buchanan bus station

Underground

 Cowcaddens

 Buchanan Street
 
Car parking 

 Cambridge Street

 Bath Street

 Concert Square 

 Mitchell Street



Water fountains 
Please bring a reusable water bottle with 
you. We have water fountains around our 
buildings and it is important to keep yourself 
hydrated throughout your summer school 
activities. 

First aid 
The Client Services team can be found at 
the reception desk on the ground floor 
of our Renfrew Street campus, and at the 
Production and Ballet receptions of our 
Wallace Studios campus. They can be spotted 
wearing a smart black uniform and you will 
see them working throughout our buildings.

They are all fully trained in basic first aid and 
have a small room where you are able to rest 
if you are feeling unwell. 

Royal Conservatoire of 
Scotland merchandise 
If you would like a memento of your summer 
school experience, the Royal Conservatoire 
has a number of items for sale including 
hoodies, t-shirts, mugs, USBs, stationery and 
umbrellas. Merchandise can be purchased 
from the Box Office, located on the first floor 
next to the café/bar. Box office opening hours 
during the summer vary depending on the 
week’s performance schedule.

Accessibility
We encourage you to visit our campuses to 
assess the suitability of facilities available if 
you have any specific access requirements. 
Our staff are happy to discuss this with you 
via phone or email if you do not live locally.

As a general guide, both our Renfrew 
Street and Wallace Studios campuses have 
accessible parking, entrances, rehearsal 
spaces, venues, lifts and toilets.

Food and drink
Cafe/Bar run by WtMS

Located on the first floor of our Renfrew 
Street campus, the Cafe/Bar is open during 
the summer Monday to Friday from 8am to 
3.30pm. The cafe opens for breakfast with hot 
breakfast rolls (suiting vegetarians, vegans 
as well as meat lovers!) as well as a range of 
cereals, porridge, granola and fruit. Lunchtime 
menus include a selection of freshly made 
sandwiches and paninis, homemade soup, 
baked potatoes with a range of fillings, a hot 
food dish of the day, fresh salads and quiches. 
They also serve a full coffee and tea menu, soft 
drinks, cakes, pastries and healthy snacks. 

Café Octavia

Our Wallace Studios have a small number of 
vending machines for drinks and snacks, and 
ample water dispersers. Café Octavia, located 
in the Scottish Opera building across the road 
on Edington Street, serves a variety of hot and 
cold drinks, snacks and hot food. Open during 
the summer Monday – Friday from 9am to 5pm.

Whittaker Library &  
RCS Archives 
The Whittaker Library contains one of the most 
comprehensive collections of performance 
materials for dance, music, drama, production 
& screen in the UK and internationally. 

Located on the third floor of the building, 
above the Cafe/Bar area, the opening hours 
over the summer are Monday to Friday from 
9am to 5pm. 

Kaba cards 
During your time with us you will be able to 
receive a temporary plastic ‘kaba’ key card 
which will allow you access to the corridors 
and rooms where our summer schools take 
place. We require a £10 deposit, which will 
be returned to you at the end of your course 
when you return your card.

You are welcome to use the library on a 
reference basis for studying or reading during 
your time with us. 

RCS Archives also contain a rich variety of 
institutional and performance collections, 
dating back to our foundation as the Glasgow 
Athenaeum in 1847. The Conservatoire’s 
Archives & Collections are located on level 
six of the Whisky Bond, 2 Dawson Road, 
Glasgow, G4 9SS, a short walk from Wallace 
Studios at Speirs Locks.

Student zone 
Our Renfrew Street campus student zone, 
which has pool and table tennis facilities, 
is available to use during breaks from your 
course. You will find it in the Alexander 
Gibson Opera School (AGOS), which is at the 
back of the building at the end of the drama 
corridor. 

Our Students’ Union have kindly offered this 
resource to summer school students, and we 
ask that you help us keep it clean and tidy. If 
you wish to bring in your own food, you are 
welcome to use the student zone microwave, 
kettle and toaster. Washing up facilities are 
located on Level 1 of the student zone.

 At Wallace Studios we have a large social 
area in the centre of our rehearsal spaces 
with a number of vending machines and 
basic kitchen facilities which you can use.

Student welfare 
Please feel free to contact our Students’ 
Union helpline if you encounter any 
problems during your stay. The phone will be 
manned by a member of our Students’ Union 
who will be able to offer practical advice and 
point you in the direction of other support 
agencies if appropriate.

Students’ Union helpline 

07391 036 975

8 9

Facilities and
additional support



Parts of this guide are written for students 
who are coming to study at the Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland from beyond the 
UK, though much of the information is useful 
for everyone. 

The aeroplane symbol next to a paragraph 
means that this is most useful for students 
coming from outside of the UK or EU/EEA. 

About Glasgow  
Scotland has a population of just over five 
million, with almost 600,000 of that figure 
living in Glasgow. 

Glasgow is Scotland’s largest city and one 
of Europe’s most vibrant, with easy access 
to the rest of Scotland and the UK. Situated 
on the banks of the River Clyde, the city 
has a reputation for its history, culture, 
entertainment and education. 

Glasgow is home to Scottish Ballet, National 
Theatre of Scotland, Scottish Opera, Royal 
Scottish National Orchestra, BBC Scottish 
Symphony Orchestra and Scottish Chamber 
Orchestra as well as a plethora of theatres, 
concert and performance venues. Many of 
these have an international reputation for 
developing and supporting new work. 

Glasgow is perfectly placed, just a 40 minute 
train ride from Edinburgh, Scotland’s 
capital city and host to the world renowned 
Edinburgh International Festival and Fringe 
Festival during August. It is also the gateway 
to the beautiful Loch Lomond and Trossachs 
National Park. 

Glasgow is one of the few cities granted 
UNESCO City of Music status and hosts a 
regular calendar of festivals which bring 
visitors from all over the world. These include 
Celtic Connections, one of the largest folk 
and Celtic festivals, the Jazz Festival and the 
Comedy Festival. 
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Mobile phones 
Public payphones are becoming less common 
and are often unreliable, so we suggest 
making sure your mobile phone is enabled 
for international roaming. Some networks 
offer this as standard, but we advise that 
you check with your mobile phone provider 
before travelling. 

 Personal finances
UK Currency - The currency in the UK is the 
Pound Sterling (£). One pound (£1) is divided 
into one hundred pence (100p). Coins issued 
are 1p, 2p, 5p, 10p, 20p, 50p, £1 and £2. You 
can also get notes to the value of £5, £10, £20, 
£50 and £100. 

Scottish banks issue their own notes and 
these, together with Bank of England notes 
and notes issued by the banks in Northern 
Ireland, are legal tender in Scotland and the 
rest of the UK. For current exchange rates 
please check www.xe.com 

Banking 
There are numerous banks and building 
societies that do not charge for the use of 
credit/debit cards at the cash point. The 
closest to the Royal Conservatoire is inside 
Marks and Spencer on the ground floor but 
there are many nearby on the main shopping 
areas of Sauchiehall Street and Buchanan 
Street and also in Buchanan Street Bus 
Station. 

MasterCard, Visa, Cirrus and Plus are 
accepted at nearly all cash points worldwide.

Electricity 
Electric current in the UK is 240 volts at 50 
cycles. If you come from a country which 
operates on a different voltage, you should 
make sure that you are equipped with the 
appropriate adaptor for any equipment/
appliances which you bring with you. 

 English language 
We are delighted to welcome students to 
our summer schools whose first language is 
not English. However, we do recommend the 
following English language levels in order 
for you to get the best possible experience 
during your time with us: 

• Music Summer Schools: IELTS level 4.5 / 
CERF level B1 (or equivalent) 

• Drama, Dance, Screen and Production 
Summer Schools: IELTS level 5.5 / CERF 
level B2 (or equivalent) 

What to bring? 
Some summer schools require you to 
purchase a script/text or provide rehearsal 
clothes, which you should bring with you 
to class. Details of any such additional 
preparation requirements are stated on the 
specific course outlines. 

However, if you are unsure, please contact  
us on lifelong@rcs.ac.uk

We advise students to check what is included 
in your accommodation package to see if 
you need to bring any additional items for 
your stay. If you wish to bring a laptop or 
other electronic equipment, we advise you to 
purchase suitable travel insurance. 

 Weather, clothes  
and climate
Summer in Scotland can be unpredictable, 
but with the one certainty, that it will rain at 
some point. Glasgow weather is infamous for 
having ‘four seasons in one day’ even during 
June, July and August. We advise on wearing 
layers, which can be added or taken off as 
the ‘seasons’ change. Pack for changeable 
conditions: bring an umbrella, waterproof 
jacket and warm jumper as well as t-shirts, 
shorts/skirts, and sunscreen (here’s hoping!). 

For up-to-date weather conditions (every four 
hours) please visit: www.bbc.co.uk/weather 
and add G2 as the postcode. 12 13



Gullivers 
A  lovely, quirky social enterprise café also 
just round the corner on Cambridge Street 
which serves a healthy menu and has a great 
tea selection.

The Project Café 
Just up the hill on Renfrew Street, this 
unique café is also used for exhibitions, 
workshops, classes, gigs and book launches. 
Serves great coffee and home baking. http://
theprojectcafe.weebly.com/about-us.html 

Ashton Lane 
This the perfect place to visit to sample an 
array of what Glasgow has to offer all in one 
place and it is just three subway stops from 
Cowcaddens Subway. Ashton Lane is a little 
cobbled  street in the West End, covered in 
fairy lights and lined with some of Glasgow 
best loved bars and  restaurants, including 
the Ubiquitous Chip, aka ‘The Chip’, which 
is as much a celebration of culture and 
creativity, as it is about Scottish dining:  
www.ubiquitouschip.co.uk 

Oran Mór 
A five minute walk from Ashton Lane takes  
you to the top of Byres Road where you will 
find this converted church building boasting 
two bars, two restaurants, a nightclub/theatre 
and a beer garden. It’s the perfect place to 
watch the bustling West End go by:  
www.oran-mor.co.uk

Where to go? 
The Butterfly and Pig
A firm favourite of Royal Conservatoire 
staff and students. ‘The Pig’ is a quaint little 
basement bar serving great food in the main 
bar and restaurant area. 

Get in early on a Friday or Saturday night as 
it does get very busy for local bands playing a 
mix of rock and roll, funk and soul. 

There are also free passes available to The 
Buff Club upstairs, where you can dance to 
the small hours of the morning. 

‘The Pig’ is situated on Bath Street, just a five 
minute walk from the Royal Conservatoire: 
www.thebutterflyandthepig.com  

Jacksons
Another favourite of staff and students. This 
friendly and relaxed pub has a great beer 
selection and very reasonably priced food. 

It is located on Cambridge Street, just around 
the corner from the Royal Conservatoire.

Café Hula
Round the corner on Hope Street opposite 
the Theatre Royal, Café Hula is used 
frequently by staff and students for lunch, 
coffees and informal meetings. It serves a 
wide selection of (enormous) sandwiches, 
salads and hot dishes and is popular with 
Theatre Royal audiences for pre-theatre 
meals.
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• Buddhist - Glasgow Buddhist Centre,  
329 Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow, G2.  
Tel: 0141 333 0524. 

• African Caribbean Christian 
Fellowship, St George’s - Tron Church 
Halls, Bath Street, Glasgow, G2. 

• Chinese Christian Church -  
2 Melrose Street, Glasgow, G4 9BJ.  
Tel: 0141 332 8385.

 
• St. Columba’s Church - Weekly Gaelic 

Service. Urdu/Punjabi/Hindi Service 
second Sunday of each month.  
300 St Vincent Street, Glasgow, G2 5RU. 

• German Speaking Congregation - 
Emanuel Haus, 7 Hughenden Terrace, 
Glasgow, G12 9XR. Tel: 0141 334 1441. 

• Greek Orthodox - St Luke’s Greek 
Orthodox Cathedral, 27 Dundonald Road, 
Glasgow, G12 9LL. Tel: 0141 339 7368. 

• Hindu - Hindu Mandir, 1 La Belle Place, 
Glasgow, G3. Tel: 0141 332 0482. 

• Jewish - Garnethill Synagogue,  
127 Hill Street, Glasgow, G3 6UB. 

• Sikh - Sikh Central Singh Sabha,  
138 Berkeley Street, Glasgow, G3.  
Tel: 0141 221 6698. 

• Destiny Church - Destiny Church,  
1120 Pollokshaws Road, Glasgow,  
G41 3QP. Tel: 0141 616 6777.  
Email: info@destiny-church.com 

Shopping 
Glasgow is considered Scotland’s shopping 
capital, with a multitude of shops, shopping 
centres, boutiques, arcades and markets all 
within the vicinity of the city centre. 

Just a short walk from the Royal 
Conservatoire is the bustling shopping 
thoroughfare of Buchanan Street with 
Buchanan Galleries – housing over 90 high 
street shops for fashion, food and homeware. 
Continuing down Buchanan Street with even 
more shopping options, leads to the St Enoch 
Centre on Argyll Street. 

For shoppers looking for something a little 
less high street, the West End is the place to 
go if browsing through antiques and vintage 
clothes is more your style. 

Places of worship 
Glasgow is a city of multiple faiths and offers 
many places to worship, some of which are 
detailed below for your information: 

• Glasgow Churches Together -  
an ecumenical forum providing an 
online directory for Church of Scotland, 
Methodist Church, Roman Catholic 
Church, Salvation Army, Scottish 
Episcopal Church, United Free Church 
and United Reformed Churches:  
www. glasgowchurches.org.uk 

• Muslim - Al-furqan Mosque,  
19 Carrington Street, Glasgow, G3.  
Tel: 0141 332 2811 or to search for 
Mosques: www.salaam.co.uk/mosques 

Posting letters  
and parcels 
There are many Post Offices across Glasgow 
where you can buy envelopes, stamps and 
parcel packets, purchase travel insurance and 
collect foreign currency. Please note that the 
range of services available varies depending 
on the size of the branch. 

Normal opening hours are Monday to Friday 
9am to 5.30pm and Saturday 9am to 12.30pm. 
For further information on postal services 
visit www.royalmail.com 

The closest Post Office to the Royal 
Conservatoire is in WHSmith,  
117 Sauchiehall Street. 

 Tourist information 
The Visit Scotland iCentre is based in the 
Gallery of Modern Art in the heart of the city 
centre. Here you can talk with experts who 
can advise you on how to make the most of 
your visit to Glasgow and the rest of the city.
www.visitscotland.com

Also see www.peoplemakeglasgow.com, 
the official online guide to the city of Glasgow 
and all it has to offer.
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Processing times can vary from country 
to country, please check this web page for 
guidance. Please do not book non-refundable 
flights before you have received your visa.

Once you have booked and paid for your 
course, the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland 
Lifelong Learning department can provide 
you with an official letter of acceptance 
on headed paper. The letter will include 
the name, duration and cost of the course 
(including accommodation if appropriate).

Please note that there are a number of 
restrictions attached to being granted entry 
clearance as a short-term student:

• Short-term study visas cannot be 
extended past their expiry date and 
holders of such a visa will have to return 
home on or before the expiry date.

• Short-term study visas do not allow 
you to work during your studies. This 
includes paid and unpaid work as well as 
work placements.

• Short-term study visas do not allow you 
to switch into any other UK visa category 
at any point.

If you’re under the age of 18 you can come 
to the UK as a short-term student but you’ll 
need to provide additional documents if 
you’re travelling alone or with someone who 
isn’t your parent or guardian. Please see the 
UK Visas and Immigration website for further 
information.

If you have any questions about any of 
the above information, please contact our 
Assistant Registrar (International and Student 
Experience), Sarah Ward on 0141 270 8281 or 
by email at international@rcs.ac.uk

 Visa requirements
All students who are travelling to the UK 
to undertake a summer school at the Royal 
Conservatoire are required to provide 
evidence that, if appropriate, they have a 
suitable entry clearance, i.e. visa. This will be 
checked at the beginning of each course prior 
to study commencing.

To ascertain whether you need a visa to 
travel to the UK, you can check with UK Visas 
and Immigration via their website using the 
section “Check if I need a UK visa”.

On the Home Office website you will also 
find a list of Visa Application Centres (VACs) 
and contact details for the British Embassy/
Consulate in your home country should you 
wish to contact them for more information.

 Short-term study visa 
The short-term study visa is particularly 
suited to our summer school students who 
are coming to study with us for one trimester 
or less. For more information about this type 
of visa, please visit the Short-term study visa 
pages of the UK Visas and Immigration website.

If you are a visa national you must obtain 
entry clearance before you leave home to 
travel to Glasgow.

If you are not a visa national you can opt to 
make your application to an Entry Clearance 
Officer when you arrive in the UK.

If you need to apply for a short-term study 
visa before you come to the UK, you will need 
to apply on-line, unless you come from North 
Korea where a paper-based application is still 
in use.

Whether you need to apply before you leave 
your home country, or on arrival in the UK, 
please take time to read the requirements 
of a short-term study visa as you will need 
to prove you can meet these requirements 
regardless of where you submit your 
application. If you need to apply before 
leaving your home country please do so well 
in advance of your travel date to ensure you 
have received your visa in time. 18 19
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Glasgow Prestwick Airport is a smaller 
airport. It is the only airport in Scotland 
served by its own railway station which is 
accessible by a covered walkway to/from the 
airport. Trains to Glasgow operate every 20 
minutes, except for a Sunday when the trains 
are every half hour. 

The journey time is approximately 50 
minutes and terminates in Glasgow Central 
Station, which is 10 minutes walk from the 
Royal Conservatoire. Passengers are entitled 
to a 50% discount on rail fare on showing 
their flight ticket/confirmation; the fare with 
discount is approximately £5. For travel 
timetables and updates visit:  
www.scotrail.co.uk 

A bus service also operates from Prestwick 
Airport; the bus stop is located just outside 
the train station and can be accessed via the 
same covered walkway by following the signs 
for ‘Buses to Glasgow’. Glasgow Prestwick 
Airport is served by Stagecoach Western 
X77 Express Service which operates to/from 
Glasgow Buchanan Street Station. 

 Airport meet  
and greet
For students arriving from international 
destinations, the Students’ Union can arrange 
to meet you on your arrival in Glasgow and 
accompany you to your accommodation. 

If you would like to use this service please 
contact us by email on lifelong@rcs.ac.uk 
at least four weeks before you are due to 
travel (or as soon as possible if booking later) 
with the following details and we can make 
suitable arrangements with you: 

• Flight number. 
• Airport name. 
• Estimated time of arrival. 
• Contact mobile number (and dialling 

code). 

Public transport 
The Royal Conservatoire of Scotland is 
located in the heart of the city, and is easily 
accessible by foot, bus, subway or train. 

 Travel insurance
Please make sure you have bought adequate 
cover to insure your travel, belongings and 
any special equipment you may bring to 
Glasgow to support your summer school 
activity. 

We advise students not to bring valuables 
with them to classes or rehearsals. We 
cannot be held responsible for the loss or 
theft of such valuables. Any valuable items 
which are required to be brought to a class 
or a rehearsal should be kept in sight of the 
student at all times. 

Any suspected theft should be reported to 
the Client Services team (front reception 
desk) and the Lifelong Learning team 
immediately.

Glasgow airports 
Glasgow is served by two airports, Glasgow 
International Airport and Glasgow Prestwick 
Airport. Please note that Glasgow Prestwick is 
32 miles away from the city of Glasgow. Please 
bear this in mind when making your travel 
arrangements. 

Glasgow International Airport is the main 
airport for transatlantic flights, and is located 
just eight miles from the city centre. The 
easiest and most cost effective way to travel 
from the airport to the city centre is by bus. 
The Glasgow Shuttle 500 service can be 
found just outside the airport terminal and 
runs every 10 minutes. The journey takes 
approximately 25 minutes. 

This service has various drop-off points 
throughout the city centre, and terminates 
at the Buchanan Bus Station, which is a five 
minute walk from the Royal Conservatoire.  
A single adult fare costs £8 and an adult open 
return (valid for 28 days) costs £12 (prices 
correct at time of printing).
 
If you prefer to travel by taxi to your 
accommodation, please follow the signs in 
the airport terminal for the taxi rank and 
give the accommodation address to your 
driver. Taxi fares into the city centre will be 
approximately £20. 
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Subway 

One of the most efficient ways of travelling 
round the city is by the subway. The subway 
system connects the city centre with 
Glasgow’s southside, and the popular  
West End. 

The closest subway station serving both  
our Renfrew Street building and Wallace 
Studios is the Cowcaddens station. Both sites 
are just a five minute walk away from the 
Cowcaddens subway. 

Subway booking offices are staffed at all 
times and tickets are available at any subway 
station. You can also purchase a single or 
return ticket from one of the automatic ticket 
machines at most stations. 

10 and 20-journey tickets can also be 
purchased online and from St Enoch Travel 
Centre. 

Further details of tickets, fares and timetables 
are available on: www.spt.co.uk/subway

Taxis 
There are many taxi companies available. 
The most prominent are the black Hackney 
licenced city cabs. They are generally a little 
bit more expensive than private taxis, but 
they are readily available and reliable. You 
can wave one down in the street when it has 
its orange taxi light on, or book in advance by 
calling 0141 429 7070. 

Your accommodation may have a free-phone 
service for taxi companies, or you can ask the 
reception staff to call one for you. 

By bus 
Glasgow City is connected by a large and 
regular bus service. Buchanan Street Bus 
Station (174 Buchanan Street, Glasgow, 
G1 2LW) is a five minute walk from the 
Royal Conservatoire. The bus station has 
departures and arrivals for many local and 
national routes. 

The main bus operator in the city is First 
Bus. Weekly tickets called FirstWeek offer 
unlimited travel for seven consecutive days for 
approximately £15.50. This ticket can be bought 
from the driver when boarding the bus, or in 
the ticket office within Buchanan Bus Station. 
Other ticket offers such as 10-day or 4-week 
tickets are available. Details and timetables can 
be found on the First Bus website:  
www.firstgroup.com/ukbus/glasgow 

Regular single or all day tickets can also be 
purchased from the driver; fares will vary 
depending on the distance you wish to travel 
(approximately £2.15 per single  journey). 
When purchasing your tickets on the bus the 
exact money is required as no change is given. 

By train 
Queen Street train station is a 10 minute 
walk from the Royal Conservatoire, and 15 
minutes to Wallace Studios. Trains from this 
station run to and from Edinburgh, Dundee, 
Aberdeen and Inverness as well as operating 
local routes. 

Glasgow Central station is 10 minutes walk 
from the Royal Conservatoire, offering 
services for the east and west coast routes to 
London, local trains and trains to and from 
Glasgow Prestwick Airport. 

For rail travel information please visit:  
www.nationalrail.co.uk or  
www.scotrail.com 
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The Summer School programme at the Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland is non-residential. 
Students are responsible for organising and 
booking their own accommodation for the 
duration of their stay. 

Glasgow has an abundance of affordable 
accommodation to choose from. We 
recommend Liberty Living, which is 
the halls of residence used by the Royal 
Conservatoire’s undergraduate and 
postgraduate students during term time  
and is available for short lets during the 
summer months.

 Liberty Living
Liberty House is home to many UK and 
international students each summer, from 
music and drama groups to language schools, 
and those looking to explore Scotland. 

Located in the Merchant City area of Glasgow, 
which has an abundance of cafes, bars 
and restaurants to suit all budgets, Liberty 
House is just a 15 minute walk from the Royal 
Conservatoire. It is within easy reach of the 
major bus routes, the underground, Queen 
Street and Central Station, and the main 
shopping areas of the city centre. 

Liberty House is a self-catering option with 
access to kitchen facilities. 

For 2018 summer school students, the price is 
£142 per 7 nights (excluding bedding packs). 
A kitchen pack is included in this price 
and bedding packs can be purchased from 
Liberty Living at time of booking for £35. 
The bedding pack will include a duvet, a 
pillow, sheets and pillow cases, and will be 
available to collect on arrival. Alternatively, 
you may wish bring your own bedding for a 
shorter duration. Towels are not provided. 

Summary of Liberty Living offer
Age of students: strictly 16yrs +
Cost: £142 per 7 nights (excluding bedding)
Bedding: £35

If you have any access requirements, Liberty 
Living are happy to discuss accommodation 
arrangements to ensure they suit you.
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 Other 
accommodation  
options 
Blythswood House at Glasgow  
School of Art

These halls of residence which belong 
the Glasgow School of Art offer summer 
accommodation to individuals and 
groups. Just 5 minutes walk from the Royal 
Conservatoire, these contemporary, 
 fully furnished rooms are right in the 
 heart of the city. http://www.gsa.ac.uk/
visit-gsa/summer-accommodation
 

Euro Hostel 
The Euro Hostel is a cost effective alternative 
to hotel accommodation. There are a range 
of rooms available from single beds within 
shared dormitories, to private en-suite rooms. 
Euro Hostel also offers a female only area 
suitable for solo female travellers. 

Facilities include a self-catering kitchen, quiet 
room/lounge, laundry room, TV lounge and 
cafe/bar located on the ground floor. 

The hostel is situated just a two minute walk 
from Central Station and a 15 minute walk 
from the Royal Conservatoire.
www.eurohostels.co.uk/glasgow

A full list of alternative accommodation 
options can be found on our website.

If you have any questions about where is 
best to stay in Glasgow, please contact us at 
lifelong@rcs.ac.uk 

Bedroom Information: 
• Spacious study room with 3/4 double 

sized bed (4ft double) 
• En-suite shower, toilet and washbasin 
• Bedroom furniture including bed, 

wardrobe, chest of drawers, desk and 
chair with under desk lighting, shelving 
and extra under bed storage 

• Wifi (50MB speed, unlimited connection) 
and a TV point  

• Electric heating 

Communal Kitchens (shared by a 
maximum of nine students): 
• Two cookers 
• Two fridges and two freezers 
• Toaster and kettle 
• Microwave oven 
• Iron and ironing board 
• Cupboards and drawer space for  

each tenant 
• Communal kitchen table seating  

and sofas 
• Vacuum cleaner

Kitchens also contain cutlery, utensils, 
pots/pans, cups and glasses. Students are 
communally responsible for sharing these 
items and ensuring they are washed and put 
away after use, and the area left clean for 
others. 

All communual areas have wifi (50MB speed, 
unlimited connection).

To view the rooms and facilities please  
visit the Liberty Living website:  
www.libertyliving.co.uk 

Bookings for accommodation are made 
directly with Liberty Living who will be 
more than happy to talk you through the 
application process. On confirmation of 
your booking you will also receive a receipt/
contract and an information sheet on what to 
do upon arrival. 

For more information, general enquiries or 
to make a booking please contact Liberty 
Living on +44 (0)141 248 9949, or email 
libertyhouse-glasgow@libertyliving.co.uk 
Information correct at time of writing.
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The closest pharmacy to the Royal 
Conservatoire is Boots, which can be 
accessed via the back entrance on Renfrew 
Street opposite Doubletree by Hilton Hotel. 

Doctors’ surgeries are usually open from 
8.30am until 5.30pm, though times vary. 

If you require medical advice outside surgery 
hours you can go to the A&E department of 
the local hospital for any complaint requiring 
urgent attention. For non-urgent or general 
healthcare issues out with surgery hours you 
can also call NHS 24. This service offers 24-hour 
general information and non-specific guidance 
about healthcare in a non- emergency 
situation. The phone line is supported by NHS 
nursing and healthcare staff. If necessary they 
may advise you to go to the nearest hospital or 
healthcare centre. 

Further details are available on:  
www.nhs24.com or by calling: 111 

The nearest hospital to the Royal 
Conservatoire with an Accident and 
Emergency department is the Glasgow Royal 
Infirmary on Castle Street. However, there are 
others available throughout the city which 
may be closer to your accommodation. For 
details please check: www.nhsggc.org.uk 

Emergency Services can be reached by 
calling 999 or 112 from your mobile or any 
pay phone (free of charge). By calling this 
number you can request the assistance of 
Police, Ambulance, Fire Brigade, Coastguard 
or Mountain Rescue.

Personal safety 
Please use common sense about your 
personal health and safety while in Glasgow. 
It is a busy, modern city with all the same 
risks and hazards as any other. 

• Avoid walking out after dark by yourself - 
if possible use a taxi. 

• At night avoid streets/car parks/alleys 
with low lighting. 

• Don’t carry large sums of money with you.
• When using ATMs or credit card 

machines in shops, bars and restaurants 
conceal the key pad when typing in your 
PIN number. 

It is important that you have a plan in place 
should you become ill or have an accident while 
attending your summer school. With regards to 
your general health and well-being, the Royal 
Conservatoire should be fully briefed if you 
have any access, mobility or communication 
requirements, allergies, illnesses or health-
related issues that we ought to be aware of in 
order to best support your study with us. 

Please complete the health section in your 
application form fully and accurately and feel 
free to brief us further by e-mail or over the 
phone before your arrival. All information 
will be treated in the strictest confidence. 

Please also ensure that we have two up-to-
date emergency contacts for you, including 
international dialling codes where necessary. 

Although you will only be in Glasgow for a 
short time you may find the following guidance 
notes for students on the UKCISA website 
useful. Here you will find details on what to 
do in a medical emergency and what medical 
services are available for free in the UK.

Medical 
No vaccinations are required for entry into 
Scotland. If you are travelling from a country 
with a high Tuberculosis rate you may need 
to have a TB check – you should contact your 
local British Embassy or High Commission for 
more information. 

Citizens of EU countries are entitled to free 
medical treatment at National Health Service 
(NHS) hospitals on presentation of an E111 
form. Australia, New Zealand and several other 
non-EU European countries have reciprocal 
health-care arrangements with Britain. 

Citizens of other countries will have to pay 
for all medical services, except emergency 
care given at Accident and Emergency (A&E) 
units at most (but not all) NHS hospitals. 

Health insurance is therefore strongly 
advised for citizens of non-EU countries. 
Pharmacies can dispense only a limited range 
of drugs without a doctor’s prescription. 
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Students’ Union Helpline 
07391 036 975

Useful links and contacts 
International English Language  
Testing System 
www.ielts.org 

Europass – European Language Levels  
Self-Assessment
http://europass.cedefop.europa.eu/
LanguageSelfAssessmentGrid/en 

UK Council for International Student Affairs 
www.ukcisa.org.uk   

UK Border Agency (UKBA) 
www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk 

People Make Glasgow (Tourist Information) 
www.peoplemakeglasgow.com

The Lifelong Learning and Students’ Union 
teams are happy to assist you with any 
questions you may have in relation to your 
summer school visit. Please do not hesitate 
to get in touch with us. In the first instance all 
summer school enquires should be made to 
0141 270 8213 – weekdays from 9am to 5pm, 
or by email to lifelong@rcs.ac.uk 

Abbie Wallace
Lifelong Learning Manager
+44 (0)141 270 8184
A.Wallace@rcs.ac.uk

Mona Keeling
Lifelong Learning Coordinator  
(Drama and Dance)
+44 (0141) 270 8337
M.Keeling@rcs.ac.uk 

Duncan Sanders
Lifelong Learning Coordinator  
(Production and Filmmaking)
+44 (0141) 270 8337
D.Sanders@rcs.ac.uk 

Karen Dufour
Lifelong Learning Coordinator 
(Music and Projects) – Maternity Cover
+44 (0141) 270 8184
K.Dufour@rcs.ac.uk 

Róisín O’Brien
Lifelong Learning Administrator
(Music and Projects) 
+44 (0141) 270 8213 
R.OBrien@rcs.ac.uk

Irina Glinski
Lifelong Learning Administrative Assistant
+44 (0141) 270 8213
I.GlinskiNoble@rcs.ac.uk 

Esther Keith
Lifelong Learning Administrative Assistant
+44 (0141) 270 8255 
E.Keith@rcs.ac.uk
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