


The Junior Conservatoire programmes offer young 
people their first taste of arts education in a place 
that is like no other. 

For more than 50 years, the Junior Conservatoire has 
encouraged thousands of young people aged 11–18 
to fulfil their artistic potential, develop essential life 
skills and explore a world of possibilities within the 
arts and far beyond.

Students are nurtured, empowered and encouraged 
to be the best they can be in a vibrant, happy  
and welcoming environment, where supporting 
young people is at the heart of everything we do. 
Our students access specialist education across the 
performing and production arts from world-class 
teachers and visiting artists who are leaders in their 
particular fields. 

Students study with us each weekend during the 
academic year and, as well as developing their artistic 
skills, they also meet other young people who share 
their passion for the arts, and make friends for life.

Students go on to a diverse range of destinations 
within the arts and other fields. Some progress to 
further study in higher education institutions all over 
the country, including studying the performing arts 
at conservatoire-level. Actors Jack Lowden and David 
Tennant, writer Jackie Kay, Harry Potter composer 
Patrick Doyle and percussionist Colin Currie are just 
a few Junior Conservatoire graduates who continue 
to credit their experience here as influencing them as 
artists and the people they are today.

Being part of the Junior community is about being 
encouraged to explore, to challenge and be 
challenged by the world around you in an exceptional 
learning environment. The Junior Conservatoire is a 
special place where young people can discover skills 
for life, their own potential and a wonderful world of 
possibilities that awaits them. 

Welcome to the  
Junior Conservatoire
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With 170 years of 
experience, the Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland  
is one of the best and  
most exciting performing 
arts education institutions 
in the world.  
Ranked in the global  
top ten for performing 
arts education, we are 
committed to enabling  
the next generation  
to flourish through and 
within the arts.  
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We join the Royal Academy of Music, the Royal 
College of Music and the Royal Northern College of 
Music as proud partners in the Associated Board of 
the Royal Schools of Music (ABRSM). 

ABRSM is the UK’s largest music education body  
and seeks to inspire musical achievement throughout 
the world.

abrsm.org

The Royal Conservatoire of 
Scotland is ranked 3rd  
in the world for performing 
arts education. 
QS World Rankings, 2017

Jenn Adams 
Head of  
the Junior 
Conservatoire



3rd
 

in the world for 
performing arts 

education

£37k
 

of scholarships 
were available to 

Junior Conservatoire 
students in 2017/18

170
 

years of  
experience

1
 

free ticket for 
every RCS show 
for all students

11
 

courses to 
choose from 

520
 

Junior  
Conservatoire 

students in 2016

44
 

Junior concerts, 
performances, events 

 and competitions 
held each year on 

average

1964
 

the year the Junior 
Conservatoire  

was first launched
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“Drama breaks through 
barriers; it can give people 

the tools to walk into a room 
 and express themselves.  

I am delighted to be part of 
the opportunity for young  
Scots to gain access to the 
Junior Conservatoire.” 

James McAvoy

O
ur patrons

5

James McAvoy
 
RCS alumnus, James McAvoy founded the James 
McAvoy Drama Scholarship, which aims to support 
applicants who would otherwise find meeting the 
cost of tuition fees a barrier to accessing pre-Higher 
Education drama education at RCS. 

At the age of 16 James' interest for acting was sparked 
when actor David Hayman visited his school  
in Glasgow and inspired him to apply for the BA 
Acting degree. He graduated from RCS in 2000  
and appeared in various popular TV series before 
hitting the big screen, starring in movies such as  
The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, the Witch and  
the Wardrobe and X-Men. 

James is a BAFTA-winning and Golden Globe 
nominated actor and a prolific advocate of the value 
an arts education can have on young people. He 
believes that by nurturing the creative potential of 
young people, the next generation of artists can be 
found and that by harnessing this potential, young 
people can be given the opportunity to turn their 
lives around.

 Watch James talk  
about why he wanted to  
fund drama scholarships:  
rcs.ac.uk/jrpatron
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Patrons of the Junior 
Conservatoire, Nicola 
Benedetti and James McAvoy 
are passionate advocates  
of the performing arts,  
believing in the positive 
impact the arts can have  
on young people. 
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Nicola Benedetti
 
Nicola frequently works with our undergraduate and 
Junior Conservatoire students, sharing her knowledge 
and techniques through masterclasses to help refine 
solo, chamber and orchestral playing skills. 

Nicola began playing the violin at the age of four and 
by eight was leading the National Children’s 
Orchestra of Great Britain. Today she is one of the 
world’s finest and most in demand young musicians, 
with a multi-album recording contract and an MBE 
for services to music and charity. 

From the start of her performing career, Nicola has 
been a passionate and committed campaigner for 
music and arts in education. She has collaborated 
with RCS, as well as other organisations to develop 
the 'Benedetti Sessions', a workshop programme 
for children and young people of all abilities and 
backgrounds. 

 Watch students 
learning from Nicola: 
rcs.ac.uk/jrpatron 



Junior Conservatoire companies

Join one of the Junior Conservatoire companies and 
be part of a class that plans, rehearses and performs 
as an ensemble. These small companies perform both 
in and outwith RCS.

This option is available for students studying certain 
dance, drama and music courses.

Skills development

Learn the craft of your art form and the skills you’ll 
need if you’re looking to pursue further education  
in the arts. The skills development structure  
will evolve through a combination of individual and 
group lessons. This is an intense training structure  
to build on the knowledge you have and develop  
your abilities.

You can study both skills development and join a 
Junior Conservatoire company by enrolling on the 
combined course option.

Programme structure 
 

Within our music, dance 
and drama programmes 
you can choose whether  
you want to perform in 
external venues as part 
of a Junior Conservatoire 
company, or you can 
concentrate on developing 
your skills and work  
within smaller groups.

Introducing the Junior C
onservatoire

7

Ap
pl

y 
at

 rc
s.

ac
.u

k/
jr

   
   

   
Bu

rs
ar

y 
an

d 
sc

ho
la

rs
hi

p 
in

fo
 p

ag
e 

34
/R

CS
 Ju

ni
or

 C
on

se
rv

at
oi

re

The Junior Conservatoire 
is for students aged 
between 11–18 who  
show great potential and 
wish to develop their 
artistic skills and grow  
in confidence.

6

Students can apply and audition for 11 exciting 
courses across music, dance, drama, production 
and film. At the weekends, and some evenings, 
students attend the Junior Conservatoire to take 
part in masterclasses, performances, collaborations, 
rehearse with friends and take part in one-to-one 
lessons with specialist teachers. 

The Junior Conservatoire is recognised as a national 
centre of excellence for educating young people 
in performing arts. It reflects the undergraduate 
curriculum and delivers a flexible learning 
experience tailor-made for each student. 

Students who are thinking about studying the 
performing arts at Higher Education level will get to 
know what is involved in full-time study and what the 
student experience is like at RCS. 

To attend one of our Open Days or to find out more, 
please get in touch by emailing juniors@rcs.ac.uk 

Introducing 
the Junior 

Conservatoire



Introducing the Junior C
onservatoire

Across Scotland   
 
As part of our commitment to engaging and 
nurturing talent across Scotland, we have established 
regional centres of excellence at Dumfries House, 
in Ayrshire and Dance Base in Edinburgh. These 
centres increase accessibility into arts education. 
To find out more about our regional centres of 
excellence please contact: juniors@rcs.ac.uk   
 
 
 
 

 
Distance learning   
 
Distance learning is for students who are unable  
to travel to our Glasgow campus on a weekly basis.  
We work in partnership with various distance 
learning partners, including Comhairle nan Eilean 
Siar E-Sgoil, located in Stornoway.

Programmes are tailored to meet each student's  
individual needs. For more information, please 
contact juniors@rcs.ac.uk    

 
Inclusive and diverse   
 
The Junior Conservatoire is small and inclusive.  
We purposefully keep our class sizes small to enable 
us to give you a tailored and personalised learning 
experience. You’ll make friends quickly and get to 
know everyone from your own discipline as well 
as the other art forms. We’re incredibly proud of 
our commitment to equality and diversity across 
our student and staff community. Nurturing and 
developing each person’s unique creative potential is 
at the very heart of what we do; we value and respect 
the identity of every individual.    

 
Additional support needs   
 
The Junior Conservatoire is a supportive and 
encouraging place to learn. We welcome applications 
from young people with additional support needs. 

We offer a tailor-made programme for young people 
aged between 11-18 with additional support needs. 
For more information email juniors@rcs.ac.uk 

 
Lifelong Learning  
 
RCS also offers non-auditioned evening and weekend 
courses through our Lifelong Learning department. 
There are many courses to choose from across 
music, dance, drama, production and film. Please 
visit rcs.ac.uk/lifelong for more information.

9

Learn from the best  
 
Study with us and you’ll learn from our award-
winning teaching staff and visiting artists. Last 
year our visiting artists included violinist Nicola 
Benedetti and dancers from Scottish Ballet.  

 
State-of-the-art facilities 
 
The RCS campus consists of two iconic Glasgow 
buildings – 100 Renfrew Street and the Wallace 
Studios at Speirs Locks. Both of these buildings were 
designed specifically for performing arts education 
and contain the very best facilities and resources you 
will need during your studies.

Across the campus we have drama rehearsal rooms, 
dance studios and music practice spaces, including a 
newly-opened suite of practice rooms, purpose-built 
for one-to-one teaching. 

 
Collaborate 
 
Each year, we bring together our secondary school-
aged Junior Conservatoire students from each 
discipline to participate in Bridge Week. Bridge Week 
is an interdisciplinary, cross-Junior Conservatoire 
performance event where you will be given freedom 
to devise original and creative work. It’s an inspiring, 
exciting week that will not disappoint. You will  
collaborate with other students as well as the tutors 
from the five art forms to write, create, film, stage 
and produce new work in a professional venue.  
Your work will be showcased to an invited audience 
of family and friends.  

 
Pre-Junior Conservatoire:  
Music and Dance 
 
Our two Pre-Junior Conservatoire programmes are 
for primary school children aged 7–12 and act as 
a preparatory course prior to auditioning for the 
Junior Conservatoire. Progression to the Junior 
Conservatoire is not automatic but we aim to provide 
you with the skills needed to succeed at an advanced 
level of training in music or dance.

You will learn in a relaxed, fun and friendly 
environment, which will give you a grounding 
in music or dance. See pages 12 and 18 for more 
information.  
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“I love coming here, 
the quality of teaching is 
brilliant. The lecturers 
teach at the level which 
is right for the standard  

of ability.” 
Acting student, 2016

8



M
usicAnoushka Nanguy

11
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Welcome to the Junior 
Conservatoire Music programme
 

rcs.ac.uk/jrmusic 
 
The Junior Conservatoire 
is nationally recognised as 
a centre of excellence for 
young people to learn and 
develop their music skills. 
Our teachers are amongst 
the best educators and 
performers in the country, 
and many hold leading 
positions in Scotland’s 
orchestras and ensembles. 
As part of the Junior 
Conservatoire, you will 
have weekly lessons on your 
principal study, multiple 
performance opportunities 
throughout the year and  
have the chance to take part 
in a variety of ensembles 
and orchestras.

My Junior experience: 
Anoushka Nanguy
 

Jazz student 
Age 17, from East Renfrewshire
"I attended the National Youth Wind Ensemble of 
Scotland summer school and loved RCS as soon as  
I walked in the door. I quickly realised that the 
people here were very friendly and helpful when I 
asked where to go and what to do. I wanted to come 
to the Junior Conservatoire to be around people who 
share the same enthusiasm for music. When I saw 
that Jazz was offered as a new course, I knew it was 
right up my street.

My timetable is really diverse and every class helps 
me improve my playing technique. By learning new 
improvisation skills, harmonies and scales, I can now 
confidently make my own piece of music."

27
 

Junior 
Conservatoire 

students  
were offered  

a place on the 
undergraduate 

Bachelor 
of Music  

programme  
in 2016

10



Why choose Junior 
Conservatoire Music
 
• Learn from expert teaching staff who are  
 celebrated as performers and teachers. We have  
 musicians from all of the national orchestras  
 (BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra, Royal Scottish  
 National Orchestra, Scottish Chamber Orchestra  
 and Scottish Opera), plus the top traditional and  
 jazz bands in Scotland today teaching on Junior  
 Conservatoire programmes. 
• Attend the only conservatoire in Europe to offer  
 the full range of performing arts education. 
• Be part of a specialist institution which is  
 ranked in the global top ten for performing arts  
 education (QS World Rankings 2016). 
• Receive 45–60 minutes of one-to-one tuition in  
 your principal study. 
• The opportunity to participate each week in a  
 wide variety of ensembles and orchestras  
 including Big Band, gamelan (world music) and  
 Sinfonia (ABRSM Grade 7+ students). 
• You are encouraged to take part in competitions  
 including prizes such as the Gilbert Innes Prize,  
 Traditional Music Prize, BBC Young Musician of  
 the Year, Inspire Young Composers’, Rotary Club  
 and music festival competitions. 
• Choose the option of having a further 30–45  
 minute lesson in a second study. 
• Opportunities to perform in external venues. 
• Take part in choir and musicianship classes. 
• Work towards ABRSM Grade 5 theory and also up  
 to Grade 8 exams (optional). 
• Evening lessons for those within a short  
 commuting distance (optional).  
• Option to take a class in composition, where  
 you can have your work performed by peers  
 throughout the year. 
• Set personal goals with your principal study  
 teacher at the start of the year.  
• Receive a feedback report to ensure you are  
 achieving the most out of the programme. 

 

Teaching staff
 
You will be taught by expert staff including: Andrea 
Gajic (Strings), Lauren MacColl (Traditional Music), 
Hedley Benson (Brass), Andrew Nunn (Choir),  
Paul Towndrow (Jazz), Matthew McAllister (Guitar), 
Pamella Dow (Pre-Junior Conservatoire and 
Percussion) and Lucinda Geoghegan (Pre-Junior 
Conservatoire). 

 
What to expect at your audition 
 
We want you to enjoy your audition and use it to 
find out more about RCS. You will perform in front 
of a panel with a specialist tutor in your principal 
instrument before an informal interview, where 
you get the chance to express your enthusiasm and 
commitment to learning music. 

You will be asked to perform two contrasting pieces 
of your choice to demonstrate your current ability 
and potential on your principal study. We’ll also hear 
some scales and arpeggios, you will be asked to sight-
read (or perform from ear if you don’t read music), 
and undertake an aural test. If you have a second 
instrument, you will be asked to perform one piece 
for the panel. 

You’ll also have the chance to ask any questions you 
have about the Junior Conservatoire and to find out  
if the Junior Conservatoire is the right place for you.

Everyone, regardless of the outcome, will receive 
verbal feedback on the day of the audition.

M
usic

13

Pre-Junior Conservatoire  
Music programme
 

For ages 7–12 
Saturdays / Sep – Jun

We want younger students to be given the 
opportunity to develop their musicality, so the Pre-
Junior Conservatoire offers you a chance to receive a 
one-to-one lesson every week, perform in the Junior 
Conservatoire Choir, and have two group classes per 
week – one focusing on rhythm and one on aural/
listening skills. 

You will also be offered the opportunity to undertake 
an additional instrument and, depending on ability, 
students may be offered the chance to play in one of 
our ensembles. A Pre-Junior Conservatoire concert is 
held twice per year for family and friends.

To find out more, please visit rcs.ac.uk/jr or email: 
juniors@rcs.ac.uk

“My daughter has a 
fantastic working 

relationship with both of 
her instrument teachers.

With the help and 
encouragement of these 

wonderful teachers,  
I am confident she will be 
the successful musician  
she dreams of being.” 

Parent of a Classical Music student, 2016
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M
usic
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Choose from four of the  
Junior Conservatoire Music 
courses: 
 

Classical 
 

For ages 11–18
Skills development 
Saturdays / Sep – Jun 

On this course you will have one-to-one lessons, 
musicianship classes and take part in choir and 
chamber ensembles.

This skills development course will allow you to 
explore and expand on your musical skills and 
discover new and exciting music. 

or 

Junior Conservatoire company 
Saturdays / Sep – Jun

Be a part of the Junior Conservatoire company  
and play as part of orchestras and large ensembles, 
where the focus will be on developing your 
performance skills.

or 

Combined 
Saturdays / Sep – Jun

You can take part in both courses and combine 
skills development with the Junior Conservatoire 
company. 

If you study both, you also take our musicianship 
course which has been designed to develop  
aural skills.

You’ll have the opportunity to perform in student 
concerts and in our competition weekend during the 
February mid-term break. 

There is also the opportunity for you to take optional 
modules in other areas of music such as gamelan 
(world music), conducting and traditional music 
ensembles. 

 

Composition  
 

For ages 11–18 
Saturdays / Sep – Jun 

Our new Composition course is delivered in 
partnership with Glasgow New Music Expedition 
(GNME). This exciting partnership will enable more 
young instrumentalists from all over Scotland to 
perform new music and work with internationally-
respected conductor, Jessica Cottis and composer, 
Richard Greer. 

You will follow a bespoke programme throughout the 
year of one-to-one tuition and group classes. You will 
write your own music that your peers and Glasgow 
New Music Expedition members will perform at the 
annual Composers' Sunday. 

Composers' Sunday is linked to the Royal 
Conservatoire's critically acclaimed new music 
festival, Plug, giving Junior Conservatoire students a 
unique opportunity to hear their work performed in 
large venues by a large orchestra. 

 
Jazz 
 

For ages 11–18 
Saturdays / Sep – Jun 

This course has been established by Professor 
Tommy Smith, Head of Jazz at the Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland and Jazz Educator of the 
Year 2016. You learn from leading jazz musicians 
in Scotland through specialist masterclasses and 
follow a jazz-focused programme of musicianship, 
improvisation, history and performance. You will 
develop a full understanding of what it's like to 
be a jazz musician in a city that is bursting with 
opportunities for jazz.  

 
Traditional Music 
 

For ages 11–18 
Saturdays / Sep – Jun 

If you love traditional music, this course will help 
you improve your musical skills, as well as involve 
you in lots of Junior Conservatoire ensembles. You 
will work towards achieving a distinctively personal 
voice as an artist.

This course provides the opportunity for you to 
play in a group whilst developing learning by ear, 
arranging, harmony writing and improvising. 

We work in partnership with The National Piping 
Centre to give our piping students one-to-one 
lessons. Junior Conservatoire pipers form a small 
piping group as well as play as part of a larger 
ensemble with all the Traditional Music students.  
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For tuition fees and 
term dates, please 
see pages 33 and 36.



D
anceFrancesca Bo McGhie

17
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Welcome to the Junior 
Conservatoire Dance programme
 

rcs.ac.uk/jrdance 
 
Our Junior Conservatoire 
Dance programme has 
had great success since 
starting in 2011. Many of our 
students have progressed 
into vocational dance 
schools across the UK, 
including the BA Modern 
Ballet degree programme at 
RCS delivered in partnership 
with Scottish Ballet.

My Junior experience: 
Francesca Bo McGhie
 

Modern Ballet and  
Contemporary Dance student 
Age 13, from East Lothian
"I have taken part in the Modern Ballet spring and  
summer schools where I learned so much – it 
definitely improved my performance at my ballet 
school lessons.  

I knew I wanted to come to one of the best 
performing arts education institutions in the world 
and continue my dance training. RCS is awesome  
and my Junior Conservatoire timetable is great, with 
lots of variety that truly challenges me.  

The dance studios are the best I’ve ever seen and 
the dancers in my class are so friendly. Every week 
I continue to learn so much from my teachers and, 
as dancers, we learn from each other. I want to be a 
versatile dancer which is why I attend the Modern 
Ballet course and the Contemporary Dance course."

30%
  

of Junior 
Conservatoire 

students 
progressed to 
study Dance at  

Higher Education  
level in 2016

16



Choose from two Junior 
Conservatoire Dance courses: 
 

Contemporary Dance   
 

For ages 11–18
Skills development  
Sunday evenings / Sep – Jun

As a student you will attend regular weekly classes  
as part of an intensive and advanced training  
course, distinctive to Scotland. You will work with 
a range of choreographers and dance specialists, 
allowing you to work on your creative development 
as an individual and as part of an ensemble. 
 

Junior Conservatoire company 
Evenings / Sep – Jun 
Days to be confirmed  

This course will involve you exploring a range of 
choreographic concepts and devices by participating 
in a range of performance materials as a soloist,  
in small groups and as part of an ensemble. This 
method of study will develop your experience of 
performing in different contexts and space. 

You can study at our award-winning campus in 
Glasgow or at Dance Base Studios in Edinburgh. 
 

Combined 
Sundays / Sep – Jun

The third option available is to take part in both 
courses and combine skills development with the 
Junior Conservatoire company.  
 

Modern Ballet  
 

For ages 11–18
Skills development 
Tuesday – Thursday / Sep – Jun

Focus on the development of technique, including 
pointe work for female dancers and specific skills 
required for students to enter full-time vocational 
ballet training. You also have the option to attend 
additional RAD classes (up to two per week). 
 

Junior Conservatoire company 
Sundays / Sep – Jun   

You will learn and develop repertoire and perform 
for family and friends in collaboration with music 
students. Benefit from masterclasses with visiting 
artists from Scottish Ballet, who will focus on 
developing your repertoire.  
 

Combined 
Sundays / Sep – Jun

The third option available is to take part in both 
courses and combine skills development with the 
Junior Conservatoire company.

D
ance

19

For tuition fees and 
term dates, please 
see pages 33 and 36.
N . B .

These courses are designed to complement  
any skills and technique work that young dancers  
are doing within Scottish Ballet Associate 
programme or work of local dance teachers, 
schools and communities. 
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Pre-Junior  
Conservatoire Dance  
 

For ages 7–12 
Dance Base 
14–16 Grassmarket 
Edinburgh EH1 2JU 
Fridays 3.30pm – 5pm

Dumfries House 
Cumnock  
East Ayrshire KA18 2NJ  
Mondays 3.30pm – 5.30pm

As a Pre-Junior Conservatoire Dance student you will 
be encouraged to develop your dance creativity and 
strengthening techniques by attending a two-hour 
class once a week. 

This course will provide you with the opportunity 
to showcase your progress at an informal sharings 
every year in front of family and friends.  

 
Why choose Junior 
Conservatoire Dance 
 
• Receive specialist education from expert,  
 industry staff and RCS degree lecturers. 
• Attend classes in the only conservatoire in  
 Europe to offer the full range of performing arts  
 education. 
• Be part of a specialist institution which is  
 ranked in the global top ten for performing arts  
 education (QS World Rankings 2016). 
• Learn in state-of-the-art and award-winning  
 facilities at the Wallace Studios at Speirs Locks.  
• Work towards creating a diverse dance portfolio,  
 concentrating on technique and strength.  
• Be part of a Junior Conservatoire company and  
 perform to external audiences.   
• Learn in small class sizes to ensure you  
 receive intensive detailed one-to-one and  
 ensemble teaching.  
• Receive a feedback report to ensure you are  
 getting the most out of the programme. 

 
Teaching staff 
 
You will be taught by expert teaching staff  
including: Kerry Livingstone (Head of Ballet), 
Megan Peasgood (Modern Ballet) and Ruth 
Mills (Contemporary Dance), as well as recieve 
masterclasses from Scottish Ballet staff. 

 

What to expect at your audition 
 
Modern Ballet

We want you to enjoy your audition and use it to 
find out more about RCS, see the dance studios and 
meet the staff. You will be led through a workshop 
by a specialist dance teacher from the Junior 
Conservatoire, with a panel of dance teachers 
observing the class.

For the skills development Level 2 audition class, 
we ask that you are dancing at RAD Intermediate 
Foundation standard (or equivalent). However, you 
do not need to have taken the exam.

We welcome dancers that are at RAD Intermediate 
standard to audition for the Level 3 Modern Ballet 
class. Again, you do not need to have taken the exam.

Female dancers in the Level 3 audition will be asked 
to demonstrate pointe work.

Contemporary Dance

At your audition you will take part in a workshop 
led by a Junior Conservatoire teacher, with a panel 
of dance teachers observing the class. You will then 
have the opportunity to speak to the teachers and 
discuss your interests and ambitions. 

Everyone, regardless of the outcome, will receive 
verbal feedback on the day of audition. You will 
also have the opportunity to ask questions about 
the course and the Junior Conservatoire student 
experience.

“From attending the  
Modern Ballet course my 

technique and stamina has 
improved massively. 

I want to go on further at 
RCS and will be applying 
for the BA Modern Ballet 

degree programme.” 
Modern Ballet student, 2016

18



D
ram

aMichael Barker
21

/R
CS

 Ju
ni

or
 C

on
se

rv
at

oi
re

Ap
pl

y 
at

 rc
s.

ac
.u

k/
jr

   
   

   
Bu

rs
ar

y 
an

d 
sc

ho
la

rs
hi

p 
in

fo
 p

ag
e 

34

Welcome to the Junior 
Conservatoire Drama programme
 

rcs.ac.uk/jrdrama 
 
Learn in the same drama 
school as world-famous 
graduates such as Sam 
Heughan, Jack Lowden and 
Katie Leung. Join Scotland's 
centre of excellence in 
the performing arts and 
be inspired to become a 
professional performer.  

My Junior experience:  
Michael Barker
 

Contemporary Performance 
Practice student 
Age 17, from Edinburgh
"I have always been interested in the performing  
arts and I was attracted to the Junior Conservatoire 
as I knew it was a place full of people with the same 
commitment, drive and passion as me. When I 
heard about the new Contemporary Performance 
Practice course, I was very excited and thought this 
is something different. RCS is unlike any other drama 
school. I get to work on a variety of techniques 
and performances and most importantly, I am 
discovering the person I want to be and the messages 
I want to communicate. 

The class gets on really well and we have the best 
chemistry. My ideas have evolved and enhanced 
by having class discussions with my Junior 
Conservatoire friends. The day flies by too quickly!"

3
  

drama courses 
to choose from:  

Acting, 
Contemporary 
Performance 
Practice and 

Musical Theatre

20



Acting 
 

For ages 14–18 
Acting continues to be the most competitive drama 
programme for entry across the UK. Our course 
aims to work with a small number of aspiring actors 
who want to hone their skills and work towards a 
professional career in the industry. 
 

Skills development 
Sundays / Sep – Jun 

The skills development programme is split into three 
levels. Younger and more inexperienced actors will 
need to complete Level 1 before progressing to  
Level 2 in the following year, and Level 3 thereafter. 
On this course you will learn:

• Technical movement skills 
• How to use the physical body as a tool for  
 expression 
• Vocal skills 
• Script analysis 
• Characterisation choices and development 
• Technique to create and refine character  

 
Contemporary  
Performance Practice   
 

For ages 12–18 
Sundays / Sep – Jun

This course is for aspiring performance-makers 
who want to create an original piece of theatre from 
their experiences and develop skills as innovative 
performers. 
 

Skills development  
Sundays / Sep – Jun

As part of the course you will:

• Be introduced to the core skills, techniques and  
 philosophy associated with devised theatre 
• Have the opportunity to explore your own ideas  
 and make your mark within a performance context 
• Discover and explore the role of the  
 contemporary performer 
• Learn about the effective use of text, image,  
 choreography and installation 
• Gain an overview of key contemporary theatre  
 practitioners

Musical Theatre 
 

For ages 14–18 
This course is for you if you show potential and are 
passionate about musical theatre. We will work with 
you to develop your skills across the disciplines of 
acting, singing and dance. We hope to prepare you for 
further study and a career in this demanding industry. 
 

Skills development 
Sundays / Sep – Jun 

This course is split into three levels of study. Younger 
and more inexperienced students will need to 
complete Level 1 before progressing to Level 2 in the 
following year, and Level 3 thereafter. 

Working with musical theatre professionals,  
your curriculum will include:

• Awareness and technical ability of the body  
 through dance 
• Music theory and instrumental skills to be able  
 to read sheet music 
• Singing technique 
• Core acting skills to build on character, emotion  
 and control of range 
• Textual analysis 
• Characterisation skills 
• Voice work to expand tone and range of  
 expression

You will follow a bespoke programme tailored to 
your needs and also participate in ensemble work. 

 
Junior Conservatoire companies
 

Acting / Contemporary 
Performance Practice /  
Musical Theatre 

Evenings / Sep – Jun 
Days to be confirmed 

We have designed drama courses that will allow you 
to gain experience in other venues and perform in 
front of an audience. 
 

Combined 

If you wish to do both the skills development and 
be part of a company, then you can choose the 
combined option to develop your skills within a 
performing company context.

D
ram
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Why choose Junior 
Conservatoire Drama 
 
• Participate in masterclasses with visiting  
 performers, degree students and RCS lecturers  
 with many years of conservatoire-level teaching. 
• Learn from industry partners, such as the  
 National Theatre of Scotland.
• Attend the only conservatoire in Europe to offer  
 the full range of performing arts education. 
• Be part of a specialist institution which is  
 ranked in the global top ten for performing arts  
 education (QS World Rankings 2016).
• Perform in front of a public audience as part of  
 an ensemble. 
• Learn technical movement, vocal skills, script  
 analysis and characterisation choices.
• Set your own personal learning goals at the  
 beginning of the year.  
• Receive regular feedback reports to ensure you  
 are getting the most out of the programme.  
• Progress through the various levels within the  
 drama courses.  

 

“This is a professional 
yet nurturing 

environment with 
committed tutors  

and staff who have in 
place strong building 

blocks to assist in  
the development  

of a young person.” 
Parent of a Musical Theatre student, 2016

Teaching staff 
 
You will be taught by expert teaching staff including:  
Gordon Adams (Musical Theatre), Vanessa Coffey 
(Acting) and Murray Wason (Contemporary 
Performance Practice), as well as visiting artists from 
the National Theatre of Scotland. 

 
What to expect in your audition  
 
Our aim is that your audition is an informal and 
enjoyable experience. You will perform in front of a 
panel of RCS lecturers and specialist teachers. This 
is your chance to express your passion, commitment 
and desire to be part of this programme for the full 
academic year.

For all drama courses, the selection process has three 
stages: a group workshop and solo audition, followed 
by an interview. The aim is to gather information 
which will give us the best possible indication of 
your suitability for the class. It also gives you time to 
discover whether we are right for you. 

Acting solo audition

At your audition you will be asked to perform 
one monologue of your choice and it should last no 
longer than two minutes. 

Contemporary Performance Practice  
solo audition 

To show your imaginative and creative mind, we 
will send you an image and ask you to create a two-
minute piece of theatre inspired by the picture.

Musical Theatre solo audition 

You will be expected to perform one monologue and 
two contrasting songs of your choice (no longer than 
two minutes each). Your song should be from the 
musical theatre genre. Please bring your sheet music 
with you as you will be accompanied by a pianist.

Everyone, regardless of the outcome, will receive 
verbal feedback on the day of audition. You will also 
have the opportunity at the audition to ask questions 
about the course and the Junior Conservatoire.

22

For tuition fees and 
term dates, please 
see pages 33 and 36.
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Welcome to the Junior 
Conservatoire Production 
programme
 

rcs.ac.uk/jrproduction 
 
We deliver bespoke 
production education for 
talented young artists and 
technicians who want to 
pursue a career in the  
world backstage. Here 
you have the opportunity 
to learn about a range of 
subjects across Production 
Arts and Design, and 
Production Technology  
and Management.  

My Junior experience:  
Sean Ramsay
 

Level 2 Production student  
Age 17, from Fife
"Sundays are the best day of the week for me. I’m now  
in my second year of the course and my speciality lies 
in theatre technology and management; my favourite 
classes are about theatre lighting and sound. 

We learn from inspirational RCS lecturers and visiting 
industry professionals who have taught me techniques 
to enhance and transform a show. We also work really 
closely with the Production undergraduate degree 
students and get to bounce our ideas off them.  
For the Christmas show last year, the degree students 
took us through the process and setup required for 
the show and we went backstage of the incredible 
New Athenaeum Theatre. This is absolutely the field  
I want to be working in as my full-time job. 

I feel I wouldn’t get these opportunities anywhere 
else; working with award-winning professionals, 
industry standard equipment and working across 
various performance venues."

60%
 

of Junior 
Conservatoire 

students 
progressed to 

Production 
undergraduate 
programmes 
at the Royal 

Conservatoire  
of Scotland in 

2016

24



“We are working with 
students from the Junior 

Conservatoire Acting 
course on a production 
and learning so much 
from them and each 

other along the way. It is 
like working with a real 

client and assisting in 
making the production 

come to life.” 
Production Level 2 student, 2016

P
roduction
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Production programme 
 

For ages 14–18
This is a two-year programme where we hope all 
students will progress to Level 2 successfully. You 
can, of course, choose to study only Level 1.  
 

Level 1 
Saturdays / Sep – Jun 

Level 1 is taught as a group class. You will work to 
gain a basic knowledge of all aspects of production, 
from technical theatre to scenic art. Each week you 
will work with a specialist in an area of production 
i.e. lighting, theatrical make-up, scenic design, etc.

You will have the opportunity to work in all 
performance venues within RCS, including the New 
Athenaeum Theatre. You will also play a key role in 
the Junior Conservatoire Bridge Week, working with 
the RCS Central Production Unit to stage manage and 
assist with all productions over the week. 
 

Level 2 
Saturdays / Sep – Jun 

Having completed Level 1, you will use the second 
year of this programme to specialise in an  
area of your choosing – either Technology and 
Management or Arts and Design. 

This year is much more tailored to the individual and 
you will be assigned a mentor who will guide you 
throughout the programme.
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Why choose Junior 
Conservatoire Production
 
• Receive specialist education from expert,  
 industry staff and RCS degree lecturers. 
• Attend the only conservatoire in Europe to offer  
 the full range of performing arts education. 
• Be part of a specialist institution which is  
 ranked in the global top ten for performing arts  
 education (QS World Rankings 2016).
• Learn about all aspects of production from  
 set and costume design to lighting, sound and  
 stage technology. 
• Work with undergraduate students on live  
 productions.
• Access RCS production workshops fitted  
 with specialist machinery, equipment and  
 design studios. 
• Learn from a mentor who will work with you  
 to create a personal learning plan. This plan may  
 include intensive weekend study, summer schools,  
 one-to-one lessons or masterclasses with guest  
 tutors or degree students.
• Receive regular feedback reports to ensure you  
 are getting the most out of the programme.

   
Teaching staff 
 
You will be taught by expert staff including:  
Ros Maddison (Head of Production), Martin Mallorie 
(Props and Prosthetics), Christine Murphy 
(Wardrobe), Gary Fry (Scenic Art), Robin Peoples 
(Set Design), Abigail McMillan (Production Level 2 
lecturer) and Steve Macluskie (Stage Management).    

   
What to expect at your interview  
 
We want your interview to be an informal and 
enjoyable experience. We would like to discuss 
your interests and experience – which may be from 
school or a local amateur youth theatre group. You 
will be expected to talk about theatre productions 
you have seen and your aspirations for the future. 
You are encouraged to bring evidence with you, this 
may be artwork or technical drawings, achievement 
certificates, programmes or photos from events you 
have been involved in.

Everyone, regardless of the outcome, will receive 
verbal feedback on the day of audition.

26

For tuition fees and 
term dates, please 
see pages 33 and 36.
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Welcome to the Junior 
Conservatoire Film programme
 

rcs.ac.uk/jrfilm 
 
The only course of its kind 
in Scotland, this training 
programme aims to help 
young people interested in 
developing essential skills 
needed to study filmmaking 
at undergraduate level.
Students will be given  
the opportunity to work 
with the Glasgow Film 
Theatre and GMAC 
Film, gaining invaluable 
experience within these 
respected organisations.  

My Junior experience:  
Eve Park
 

Level 2 Film student  
Age 18, from Glasgow
"I was quite nervous on my first day but excited to 
meet people that are interested in the same things 
as me. I've attended evening and weekend courses 
through the Lifelong Learning department at RCS, so 
I knew a couple of people that went on to audition for 
the Junior Conservatoire and got an offer like me. 

I am currently preparing to apply for the BA 
Filmmaking programme and I know the skills I 
have learnt in the Junior Conservatoire will help me 
complete my application. This course is assisting 
me in becoming a better and more conscientious 
filmmaker and I absolutely love it here."

4
  

new industry 
XF200 

professional 
cameras were 

purchased  
last year for 
the Junior 

Conservatoire 
students

28



“This is the best training  
for young people in  

filmmaking and offers great 
opportunities in terms of 

working on various projects 
with other students and  
the equipment we use.” 

Film Level 2 student, 2016

Film
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Filmmaking programme 
 

For ages 14–18
This is a two-year programme where we hope all 
students will progress to Level 2 successfully. You 
can, of course, choose to study only Level 1.

Level 1 
Saturdays / Sep – Jun 

In this year, you’ll learn the basics of filmmaking, 
from writing a script, to directing and producing, to 
filming and editing.

You’ll work with our Acting Level 1 students to create 
your own short films.

Level 2 
Saturdays / Sep – Jun 

During this course, you’ll refine skills learned in 
Level 1. You'll work in collaboration with other Junior 
Conservatoire students studying composition to 
build music into your own films and Acting Level 3 
students to feature in your own films.

Filmmaking Foundation 
Certificate 
Subject to validation 
Saturdays / Sep – Jun 

This accredited course is a mixture of weekly 
classes and intensive programmes of study, which 
will mainly take place during weekends or public 
holidays.

The course will offer you the opportunity to critically 
appraise film and television output, with a view to 
understanding the concepts and approaches to content 
creation. The course will also offer practical instruction 
in filmmaking to develop a visual storytelling grammar 
and practice culminating in the submission of a short 
piece of group work based on an original idea.

With the nature of film and television content 
development, there will be an onus on the student 
to work on materials outwith class and be ready 
to participate in lectures, seminar discussions and 
development tutorials.
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What to expect at your interview  
 
We want you to feel relaxed in your interview and 
fully express your commitment to the programme. 
You will be interviewed by two panel members and 
required to prepare a 200-word outline on a film or 
an episode of a television show from a prescribed list, 
which will be sent to you prior to your interview.

Everyone, regardless of the outcome, will receive 
verbal feedback on the day of audition.

30

Why choose Junior 
Conservatoire Film
 
• Receive specialist education from expert  
 industry staff. 
• Attend the only conservatoire in Europe to offer  
 the full range of performing arts education. 
• Be part of a specialist institution which is  
 ranked in the global top ten for performing arts  
 education (QS World Rankings 2016). 
• Learn from staff and alumni who have achieved  
 national recognition at the BAFTA Scotland  
 awards and the Celtic Media Festival. 
• Work with new equipment such as industry  
 standard Canon XA30, HD cameras and the  
 XF200 professional camera. 
• Edit in our state-of-the-art Digital Training Unit.
• Work with the Junior Conservatiore Drama  
 students on their end of year showcase. 
• Get involved in Bridge Week and produce an  
 interactive project with students from across the  
 Junior Conservatoire.
• Take part in masterclasses with industry  
 professionals, covering all the elements of  
 production, writing, editing and directing.
• Work to professional standards throughout the  
 programme and cover all aspects of the  
 filmmaking process, from creating an original  
 idea, to editing the idea and sending it on to  
 film festivals.
• Receive regular feedback reports to ensure you  
 are meeting the learning outcomes of the  
 programme. 

   
Teaching staff 
 
You will be taught by expert staff including:  
Duncan Sanders (Creative and Analytical Studies), 
Jodie Marshall (Writing), Krysty Wilson-Cairns 
(Writing), Chris Nelms (Cinematography/
Professional Practice), Daniel Cameron (Directing 
and Working with Actors). 

 

For tuition fees and 
term dates, please 
see pages 33 and 36.
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Annual tuition fees
 
Tuition fees are dependent on whether you choose 
to study the skills development course, join a Junior 
Conservatoire company, or decide to study the 
combined option. 

Fees can be paid in instalments and there is bursary 
and scholarship support available (please see page 34 
for more information). 

Tuition fees are subject to change.

To discuss fees further, please contact  
juniors@rcs.ac.uk 
 

Music     
Classical from £2100   
Traditional Music from £2100   
Jazz from £2100   
Composition from £2100 

Dance      
Modern Ballet from £1000   
Contemporary Dance from £2200  

Drama    
Acting from £2200   
Contemporary Performance  
Practice from £2200   
Musical Theatre from £2200 

Production 
From £2200

Film  
From £2200

Audition fee  
All courses £40 

The Pre-Junior Conservatoire  
Dance from £1000   
Music from £1000 
 

Please check our website for 
2018/19 for up-to-date tuition fees: 
rcs.ac.uk/jr

How to apply 

The Pre-Junior Conservatoire   
 
For the Music programme, we ask that all young 
people take part in a group audition where we will 
assess rhythm and singing and then ask them to play 
their instrument of choice. 

For the Dance programme, students will audition as 
part of a group workshop. We understand that our 
youngest performers can be nervous and unsure 
of the audition process, however, we intend to 
make it an enjoyable experience and are extremely 
supportive and friendly.  

 
The Junior Conservatoire  
 
Entrance is based on ability and potential and not 
on grades and qualifications, (except for the Modern 
Ballet course). 

The audition/interview approach serves a dual 
purpose of allowing the panel to assess at first-hand 
an applicant’s suitability for their chosen course,  
as well as allowing the applicant the opportunity to 
gain a deeper insight into the nature of that course 
and what the Junior Conservatoire can offer. 

Application dates for 2018/19
 
All applications made before the application  
deadline are guaranteed an audition/interview. 
 

Applications open:  
Sat 4 Nov 2017

Application deadline:  
Fri 25 Feb 2018 
 
Please apply for all courses 
online: rcs.ac.uk/jr 

I M A G E 
Andrew Nunn is the Musical Director of Les 
Sirenes, the winners of Choir of the Year 
2012. He is pictured below teaching the Junior 
Conservatoire Chamber Choir students. 

/R
CS

 Ju
ni

or
 C

on
se

rv
at

oi
re

Ap
pl

y 
at

 rc
s.

ac
.u

k/
jr

   
   

   
Bu

rs
ar

y 
an

d 
sc

ho
la

rs
hi

p 
in

fo
 p

ag
e 

34

32

N . B .

Entry into the progressing levels is not automatic 
and students will be required to undertake an 
assessment annually if they would like to continue 
their studies into the next academic year.
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How to apply for a  
bursary or scholarship  
 
Once you have been offered a place, we will send 
you a direct link to the bursary and scholarship 
application form. For more information, contact 
juniors@rcs.ac.uk

The scholarship fund and bursaries are currently 
supported by the generosity of individuals and 
charitable trusts and foundations including:  
 
• James McAvoy Drama  
 Scholarship 
• Agnes Allan Bursary 
• Cambuslang Rotary Club  
 Bursary 
• ABRSM Junior Scholarship UK 
• Wolfson Foundation  
 Scholarship 
• Stevenson Scholarship  
• Miss Nancy Williamson Bursary 
• William R MacFarlane  
 Scholarship 
• Savoy Scholarship 
• John McIntyre Memorial  
 Scholarship 
 
Support us  
 
As the Junior Conservatoire develops to include 
five art forms and new programmes, scholarships 
and bursaries are ever more important to support 
emerging dancers, theatre practitioners, musicians 
and filmmakers. 

The provision of bursaries and scholarships is vital 
financial support that allows outstanding students to 
access the exceptionally high standard of teaching 
here at RCS. 

If you would like to contribute to our bursary or 
scholarship scheme, please contact our Development 
Manager, Katie McCorkindale by emailing 
K.McCorkindale@rcs.ac.uk or call 0141 2780 264.

Bursaries  
and scholarships 

“Without the help  
of the bursary, I would 

not have been able  
to attend my course. 
I would not have had 

the opportunity to 
work with specialists in 
various areas or made 
the friends who will  
be with me for life!” 

Production student, 2016
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your diary 

Term dates
 

Enrolment week:  
(for all new students)  
Sat 1 and Sun 2 Sep 2018

Term 1 dates:  
Sat 8 Sep – Fri 14 Dec 2018

Mid-term break:  
Sat 13 Oct – Fri 19 Oct 2018 

Term 2 dates:  
Sat 12 Jan – Fri 29 Mar 2019  

Mid-term break and  
competition weekend:  
Sat 16 and Sun 17 Feb 2019  

Bridge Week:   
10–12 Apr 2019

Term 3 dates:  
Sat 27 Apr – Fri 14 Jun 2019

Open days
 

Dance: 
31 Jan 2018

Music: 
3 Feb 2018

Drama/Production/Film: 
4 Feb 2018

Pre-Junior Conservatoire: 
4 Feb 2018 
 
Audition dates
 

Dance – Contemporary Dance/
Music/Drama/Production/Film: 
9–29 Apr 2018  
Excluding bank holiday Easter weekend

Dance – Modern Ballet:  
15–17 May 2018
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All details correct at the time of publication,  
and printed in good faith; all information is subject  
to alteration. We reserve the right, without  
notice, to vary the content of programmes and 
modify facilities and arrangements. We are a charity 
committed to the achievement of excellence  
in the performing arts. A company limited by 
guarantee reg no 4703 (Scotland) and a charity 
registered in Scotland no SCO015855. 
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“The Open Day  
was both very enjoyable 

and informative. 
I felt that the panel 

sessions with parents 
and students were of 
particular benefit.” 

Parent of a prospective  
Traditional Music student, 2016
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