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What is the Make It Happen Fund?

Make It Happen Fund is a new microfunding initiative recently launched by the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland (RCS). Its purpose is to 
give our most recent graduates access to a competitive pot of seed funding to support their career goals and ambitions.  The fund aims to 
create access to a source of funding that will support our graduates early stage career development, in a range of areas such as: training, 
networking, testing ideas, starting up companies, staging pop-up events and forming new collaborations.

Our graduates from 2016 to 2018 can apply for funds that range from £250 to £750 from a total funding pot of £10,000.

Who is eligible for funding?

To be eligible to apply to the Make It Happen Fund, you must have graduated between 2016 and 2018. (i.e. you will have graduated from
RCS in 2016, 2017 or 2018). Eligible graduates include undergraduate, taught postgraduates, PhD and DPerf students.

Applicants must reside in Scotland and be able to provide the RCS with proof of home address (example: utility bill or council tax bill).

*Please note that all awardees are responsible for their own tax .

What size are the funds?

Funds will range from £250 - £750. There is a total pot of £10,000 available to 2016, 2017 and 2018 Graduates.

Please note that the application process will be competitive and funds will be granted to those who make the strongest case for support.
We are particularly looking for applicants to articulate clearly and specifically the learning and development opportunity that funding
will provide and most importantly, the difference it will make to your progression in you career.

What can I get funding for?

Recipients can use the fund for the following types of activities: 

• Planned projects that take place after 1st March 2019
• Seed funding for early stage ideas, performances or ventures
• To test or prototype an idea, project or collaboration through a lab week or rehearsal week, pop-up event, marketing campaign, brand 

development.
• Performance related costs such as venue hire and equipment.
• Costs associated with taking a show to Edinburgh Festivals (or other festivals) 
• Costs related to producing collaborative projects – space hire, pop-up events, marketing materials
• To support starting up a company (e.g. set up costs, market testing, website)
• Registration costs for attendance at industry training, networking events or trade fairs that will support your career development.

The fund will not cover: 

• Living costs, rent, overhead bills, studio hire, office rent
• Debts
• Subsistence costs 
• Professional costs e.g. legal, accounting, business consultants
• Accommodation costs associated with travel  to events
• New instruments
• Membership of professional bodies
• Tuition fees
•  Projects that commence before 1st March 2019

If you have any questions with regards to the use of the fund please contact exchange@rcs.co.uk 



Application timeline

Applications open on 29th October 2018. Application deadline is Midnight 10th December 2018.

Please note that applications made after this time will not be accepted to the Make It Happen Fund 2018

Applications will be acknowledged within three days of receipt of the application form and each applicant will be provided with an 
applicant number.

An initial check for eligibility will be completed by staff from the Research and Knowledge Exchange (RKE) department. 

Applications will be assessed in the following way:
A selection panel of industry practitioners and senior RKE staff will be convened to make the final decisions. It is expected that
decisions on successful applications will be made in February 2019 with successful applicants receiving the notification of their 
award no later than end of February 2019. Please note that costs related to activities taking place prior to 1st March 2019  
will not be eligible.

You can also download a printable application form online at www.rcs.ac.uk/research/exchange/make-it-happen or call  
0141 270 8310 to request an application form by post. Guidance on word count has been provided, although you will not be 
penalised for a shorter or longer answer which is clear and concise.

It is quicker for us to access applications that come in via email. Please put “Make It Happen Fund” in the subject field of your 
email and send it to: exchange@rcs.ac.uk

Alternatively, please post your completed application form to:

Make It Happen Fund
Research & Knowledge Exchange Department 
Royal Conservatoire of Scotland 
100 Renfrew Street
Glasgow
G2 3DB

You must ask one person who know you to act as a referees to support your application. The referee must not be related to you. 
We may contact you or your referees if we have questions about the application.

We require a recent bank statement (from the last three months) which contains your name and address.

This allows the RCS to check for eligibility. If you have recently opened the account (within the last two months) then a welcome letter
from your bank which states the account number and sort code will be sufficient. The bank statement does not need to show financial
information, but must clearly show the following:

• Name & address of account holder
• Account number
• Sort code

Please note: RCS will securely hold your bank statement for 12 months before being confidentially disposed. 

This is in line with our data privacy policy which you can find here: www.rcs.ac.uk/policy/privacy

Any applications submitted that do not contain all of the required information will not be considered.



What happens if I am successful?

We will communicate decisions to applicants within one week of the selection panel meeting. This is a competitive fund and only a
small number of applicants will be successful.

Successful applicants must provide a short report (400 words), detailing how the money was spent and the difference it made.  
The report can be produced in any media form you would like (e.g. blog post, vlog, and can include images) and must be  
submitted by 2nd September 2019.

Individuals can only be awarded funds once through this initiative.

If you are successful in receiving funding you may be invited to attend a networking event at the RCS during  
Make It Happen Month 2019.

Please note that RCS graduates are also welcome to attend Make It Happen Month, our new annual programme of creative enterprise
workshops which takes place at the RCS throughout November. See the full programme for 2018 here!

If you have any questions or queries please contact Deborah Keogh, Knowledge Exchange Manager at d.keogh@rcs.ac.uk

Let us help you Make It Happen.

https://www.rcs.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/3590-MIHF_4-Page-Brochure-2.pdf

