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ABOUT THE SHOW: 
 

Title 

Speaking Objectively 
Artists & Performers 

Nell O’Hara, Kaiya Bartholomew 

Composers & Musicians & Performers 

James Mackay, Angharad Pether 

Participants/Interviewees (who wanted to be credited) 

Eldon Bradfield 

Femke Bun 

Julienne Restall 

Kate Bradley 

Maria Joao Monteiro 

Rob McGuire 

Bates Abbott 

Dom Williams 

Tasha Mann 

Shona Mackay 

Fionnuala Featherstone 

Production Artists/technical team 

Lighting Design and operation - Rah Mitsuhashi 

Production LX (Physical lighting and electrics) - Josh Brown 

Technical manager - Roy Fairhead 

Production Manager - Colin Bell 

Head of stage - Rory William Gilmore 

Sound - Fraser Milroy & Fraser Mackie 

Stage Management - Zeni Bollock 

Deputy Stage Management - Lucy May Wilson & Nina Madriz 

Other technical folk - Cammy Wilson & Jon Meggat 

Archivist 

Noa Ferder 
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ABOUT THE SHOW: 
 

Location 

Into the New Festival 2022. The New Atheneum, The Royal Conservatoire of 

Scotland, Renfrew Street Campus, Glasgow. 

 

Date: 

February 5th, 2022 

 

Duration 

40 minutes 

 

Medium 

Live show 

 

Description 

This performance is a love letter to all the things that people surround themselves 

with, a celebration of all the stuff that we have collected over a lifetime, the 

emotion, the reliance and the stories that those things hold. 
This is a playful, comedic and tender exploration of objects, the things we hold 

on to and the things that get away. Built on conversations with people about their 

things, this performance is a clue, an echo and an imitation, reminding us that we 

can be so alike in the way we cherish our possessions and the way they let us talk 

about our lives. The performance stretches the boundaries of verbatim with 

movement, text, musical composition, and stage design - all springing from these 

source interviews and curiosities about the role that objects play in our lives. 

Through physicality, motion, structural design and storytelling, Kaiya and Nell 

aim to make a performance that encompasses consumerist culture, class, societal 

values and the visceral human need for safety, security and belonging. 

 

*All of the words and objects within this performance are borrowed, bought 

second hand, passed down, found, scavenged or collected. 

**As are the words within this archive. 
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ABOUT THE ARTISTS: 

 

 
 

  

Kaiya Bartholomew 

(She/Her) 

“I’m a visual and performance 

artist based in Glasgow. With 

an ongoing practice of creative 

confusion, I collage image, 

physicality, devising 

techniques and narrative in a 

cyclical hot mess of self-

reflection and assertiveness. I 

am looking for the inspiration 

in the mundane, the story in 

the day to day.” 

Nell O’Hara 

(She/Her) 

“I’m a Glasgow based artist 

originally from Bristol. 

I create devised and 

collaborative 

theatre/performance art, with 

the aim to create a space 

where people can feel 

connected, come away with a 

better understanding of the 

world we live in and not feel 

so alone.” 
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THE NEST: 

 

 

  

standing lamp 

 

Green couch 

 
Side table 

Green striped carpet 

plant 

Chest of drawers 

Chair 

 

Microphone on stand 

 

Electric guitar 

Marimba 
Conga drums 

Snare drum 

Side table Chair 

 

Microphone on stand 

 

Microphone on stand 

 

Microphone on stand 

 

Amplifier 

standing lamp 

 

standing lamp 

 

standing lamp 

 

standing lamp 

 

standing lamp 

 

standing lamp 

 

standing lamp 

 

standing lamp 

 

standing lamp 

 

standing lamp 

 

standing lamp 

 

standing lamp 

 

standing lamp 

 

standing lamp 

 

Pedal board 
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THE INTERVIEWS: 

“We had a conversation quite early on where we realised that we want to talk 

about objects and how we’re both interested in it, but we didn’t want to 

necessarily make directly autobiographical work, which means that we need to 

talk to other people about objects as well. It’s not that we weren’t in it, because 

we were, and you know, you can’t really not be. But I think we decided very 

quickly to start doing this research.” -Kaiya 
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THE INTERVIEWS: 
What object/s is important to you in your life right now?  

 What’s your favourite thing?  

 Is there an object in your life that reminds you of someone else?  

 How much was the most expensive thing you’ve ever bought?  

What is a thing you’ve got rid of that you regret getting rid of?  

 What is an object you are reliant upon in your day-to-day life?  

 What was the first thing you remember buying/owning? 

 Have you ever lost anything that meant a lot to you?  

 Have you ever found something that you thought you’d lost?  

 Do you think there is an object in your life that reflects your relationship 

with money?  

 Do you think there’s an object in your life that reflects your 

class/status/upbringing? 

 Are there objects in your life that have a connection to your religion or 

spirituality? 

 What are your perceptions of other people’s stuff? 

 What do you think people think of your stuff? The amount, the quality, the 

way it is organised?  

 Is there an object in your life that has an action that goes with it?  

 How do you arrange things within your living space?  

 Do you ever gender or personify your objects? Do you talk to your objects?  

 Do you think your gender creates a certain relationship to certain objects?  

 Is there a difference or an overlap between the functional objects and 

sentimental objects that you own? 
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THE ARTIST’S INTERVIEW: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/WhlZ0O27FwA 

 
 

 

https://youtu.be/WhlZ0O27FwA
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EVERYTHING I OWN: 

“Everything I own is something that I love, and I never hang on to things that I 

don’t love so all of my objects are important to me, and if they’re not then they 

go. 

If you gave me an empty room and said this is where you live now, you don’t 

have any things, you don’t have any possessions… I would find things, you 

know whether it was in nature or in rubbish or in whatever, I would find things 

that would give some feeling and depth and emotion to that space to make it 

bearable for me.” - Shona (Interviewee number 4) 

 

*All of the objects above were mentioned by the fourteen interviewees in their interviews with the artists. 

**Image and archive’s photographs by Noa Ferder. 


